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into Insitutional Responses
to Child Sexual Abuse
To the Commission
Independent Advocacy SA Inc (IA) is a disability advocacy organisation funded by the Department
of Social Services under the National Disability Advocacy Program. We advocate for vulnerable
individuals with intellectual disability and those who are identified or treated as having an
intellectual disability. The model of social advocacy undertaken by IA is intensive and long term in
response to situations of extreme vulnerability and complexity. Much of the work we do is
advocating to human services to protect the vulnerable person from further harm and to ensure that
they receive appropriate support and service.
Many of the individuals we advocate for are, or are at risk of being, victims of abuse; particularly
abuse of a violent and sexual nature. We also advocate for a number of individuals who have been
and continue to be at risk of abuse within institutional settings.
IA currently advocates for forty three vulnerable individuals, of these we know that ten have been
abused and neglected within institutional settings, including sexual abuse, and suspect that a
number of others have also experienced abuse and neglect in similar settings, including sexual
abuse. The impact of abuse and neglect is commonly longstanding and affects most aspects of the
person's life.
It is from this position of walking alongside extremely vulnerable individuals who have, are and
continue to be at risk of abuse and neglect, including sexual abuse, that IA responds to this
submission invitation. Our written submission is attached but we would also be interested in
providing additional information through an oral submission to the Royal Commission as
appropriate.
Yours sincerely

Fiona Campbell
Coordinator
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