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62. In July 2014, I sent a letter to the Honourable Len Roberts-Smith of the DART setting 

out my experiences at Leeuwin. I also wrote to the Department of Defence reporting 

the abuse at Leeuwin. 

63. I received a response from the Department of Defence informing me that they 

offered support services and provided me with details of who to contact if I wanted 

my complaint to be formally investigated. I decided not to have my complaint 

formally investigated as Commodore RAMSEY had since passed and I could not in any 

case identify the perpetrators of my assault. 

64. Around the same time, I was informed that DART had concluded their investigations 

and that I should provide my account of my experiences at Leeuwin to this Roya l 

Commission. I was disappointed that I didn't know about the DART deadline until it 

was too late. I believe that I am fairly astute at keeping up with the news and current 

affairs, but I had not heard anything about the DART until it was too late to respond. 

Personal Impact of the Abuse 

65. The sexual and physical abuse I suffered at Leeuwin has had an ongoing and adverse 

impact on my life and exacerbated my battle with alcohol which started at Leeuwin. 

66. I still feel a lot of guilt and shame about the abuse. I have suffered depression and I 

have tried to avoid exposure to child sexual abuse on the news because it brings back 

memories of my experiences at the Scouts and at Leeuwin. 

67. I attempted suicide a few years ago, but decided not to go through with it, as I 

decided the effects on those I loved would be devastating. This prompted me to seek 

professional help, but I found counselling traumatic as it was difficult to discuss what 

had happened to me. Instead, I used counselling to focus on managing my triggers. 

68. I was perhaps a hyper vigilant parent when it came to child abuse, I made sure my 

sons were acutely aware of the potential of sexual predators and instil led in them a 

confidence that they could talk to me about anything at any time of the day or night. 
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69. My wife was most understanding after I eventually shared my experiences but with 

time it nevertheless took its toll on our relationship, I became depressed and I think, 

everything overwhelmed us both and we amicably separated in 2001. 

70. I have occasionally regressed into depressive states, however they have been short 

lived and while my drinking does not impact on the performance of my duties, for all 

intent and purposes I nevertheless remain an alcoholic. 

Recommendations to the Royal Commission 

71. Tradition and culture in any institution have their rightful place; however the 

continuation of their adherence needs to be reviewed not only according to changing 

social norms, but more importantly on an objective and honest assessment of 

evidence that may threaten the ongoing wisdom of maintaining the tradition or 

culture. 

72. Damage control is appropriate when a ship or technical system is under threat, 

censorship of the truth may also be appropriate for national security reasons 

however neither should be tolerated when it comes to the abuse of children. 

73. That has not however been the history of those in control of such institutions be that 

be government departments such as defence, the Boy Scout Association, the Catholic 

Church, or the myriad of other institutions that this Royal Commission has had cause 

to consider. 

74. I am not aware of any 'whistle blower' legislation that has truly protected whistle 

blowers and nor do I think strengthening such legislation will do anything to further 

protect those who report any misfeasance. 

75. Instead, and as opposed to suggesting what institutions could do to reasonably avoid 

the occurrence of child abuse, suggestions which may or may not be heeded, it would 

be my recommendations that legislation be introduced: 
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a. Requiring all institutions dealing with children to retain a person with the 

delegated authority to deal with all complaints of child abuse, sexual or 

otherwise; 

b. That it be a criminal offence for those in delegated authority of any 

institution who do not initiate an investigation, conducted independently 

of the institution, into allegations of child abuse sexual or otherwise; and 

c. That it be a criminal offence for a delegated authority of an institution not 

to then pursue act upon or report to the Police adverse findings of any such 

investigation. 

76. With respect to government run institutions, such as, but not limited to defence, 

legislation should be enacted which prohibits the public suppression of any part of 

investigation into child abuse, sexual or otherwise unless: 

a. sanctioned by a Court of competent jurisdiction where the Court is 

satisfied that it is in the public interest to do so; and 

b. is also satisfied that any findings of misfeasance have been or are being 

dealt with according to law; and 

c. is also satisfied that action has been initiated to adequately address any 

systemic failings identified in the report. 

77. I thank the Royal Commission for the opportunity to provide my evidence. 
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