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\ Allegations involving Adrian Nisbett, Director of students, Knox Grammar
I School
\
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_,/ ) Thank you for the information you provided as your final report for this matter, that
'

we received on 9 & 11June2004 and 12 July 2004.

i

As you are aware, we decided to monitor this matter in accordance with section 25E
of the Ombudsman-Act 1974. Section 25F of the Act requires us to determine whether
or not the child abuse allegations against Mr Nisbett were properly investigated and
appropriate action was taken. After reviewing the information you have provided, I
.
am satisfied that this matter was handled appropriately and do not require the Knox
\ _ . Grammar School (the school) to take further action in relation to this allegation at this
time.
We noted that the school engaged Mr Grahame Wilson, an independent investigator to
conduct the investigation on th,e school's behalf. We assessed the investigation on the
following material which was provided by the school:
• a copy of the letter of allegations to Mr Nisbett dated 31 March 2004,
• a copy of the fifo which contained the details of the witnesses which were
interviewed and the investigators opinion of each witnesses presentation,
cooperation and recall of information (17 pages), and
e
a copy of the file which contained the investigator's analysis of the evidence for
each of the 17 allegations against Mr Nisbett and the preliminary finding for each.
We note for our record that the school did not provide the 3 50 pages of interview
transcripts of the interviews which were conducted with each witness and _Mr Nisbett.
We have not requested this information as part of our assessment of the investigation
or the action taken by the school.
The school's investigation was impeded by the following:
• the length of time since each of the incidents were alleged to have occurred,
$
the unavailability of Stuart Pearson's investigation report and associated records
of interviews with students and parents which was prepared in 1987 about the
majority of the alleged incidents involving Mr Nisbett,
o the lack of any documentation in Mr Nisbett's personnel file about the allegations
which had been made against him at the time and the decision made to remove
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