
Decision Trees 

SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILD (AGE 0-15 YEARS) 

Did child make a clear, unambiguous statement of sexual abuse? 
OR 
Are you aware that a child has been sexually abused even though he/she 
hasn't told you? (p. 74) 
Or 
Are you aware of an underage marriage (whether being planned or having 
already occurred) . or similar religious commitment ceremony .. 

no 

Is the child pregnant? 
OR • 
Has a medical professional diagnosed the child with 

trauma to genital area? 
OR 
Has a medical professional diagnosed the child with a 
sexually transmitted infection (STI)? 
AND 
are any of these conditions believed to be the result of 
sexualabuse?(p. 75) 

no 

Are any of the following present? 

Child made an indirect statement of sexual abuse. 

yes 
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yes 

OR 
Child displays behaviour that causes you to have 

significant concern . 

Report to 
FACS 

yes 

OR 
You are aware of the child having significant contact 

with a known sexual offender. (p . 75) 

no 

Are you aware of significant and 
extended exposure to sexually 
explicit material or acts (including 
pornographic material) or 
communication of graphic sexual 
matters (including by social mediar 
any other electronic means). (p. 77) 

no 

Are you concerned that a child 
has been exposed to 
grooming behaviour? (p. 78) 

no 

Document 
and continue 
relationship/ 

monitor 

yes 

yes 

Does the child express fear, 
discomfort, or exhibit 

symptoms of significant harm? 
(p. 77) 

Report to 
FACS 

© 2014 by NCCD, All Rights Reserved 

yes 

Report to 
FACS 

no A 
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Decision Trees 

SEXUAL ABUSE OF YOUNG PERSON (AGE 16- 17 YEARS) 

Has the young person made a clear, unambiguous statement of 
sexual abuse 

OR 
Are you aware that a young person has been sexually abused 

even though he/she hasn 't told you? (p 79) 
or 

• Are you aware of an underage marriage (whether being 
planned or having already occurred). or similar religious 
commitment ceremony .. 

no t 
Is the young person 

engaged in prostitution 
or pornography? (p 79) 

no yes 

Is the young person displaying 
behaviours that could be consistent 

with sexual abuse? 
OR 

Are you concerned that a young 
person has been exposed to 

grooming behaviour or is having 
significant contact with a known sex 

offender? 
OR 

Does the young person have an 
intellectual disability and exhibits 
uninhibited and/or inappropriate 

sexualised behaviour that may be 
indicative of exposure to sexual 

abuse? (p 80) 

no 

Document 
and continue 
relationship/ 

monitor 

Report to 
FACS 

Is there coercion or 
intimidation? (p 79) 

no 

cwu 
or 

consult 
with sexual 

assault service 

yes 
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*Reports about young people (ages 16-17 years) are not mandatory in NSW. However, you can report 
concerns related to young people, under Section 24 Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) 
Act 1998, and some agencies require their staff to do so. 
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