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from being in the top ten to 15 percent of students in year 6, to the bottom ten or 15 percent in 

Year 12. I barely passed the Higher School Certificate. 

22. During High School, my parents went through a divorce. One of the teachers, Michael ISBELL, 

had also gone through a divorce when he was in high school, so he was offered as a mentor. I 

think my dad arranged for this. I never went to see him. I did not want to ever go near a teacher 

out of school hours again. 

Reporting the abuse 

23. The first time I ever told anyone about the abuse was in 1990 to my girlfriend at the time. She was 

very sympathetic. Since telling her, I have also told other partners. More recently I have told my 

mother and another friend. They were very sympathetic and supportive . 

24. David RENTOUL and I were very good friends at school. About 1992, he moved to New Zealand 

for a while, but returned to Australia later on. In 1999, I was organising a Year 4 reunion and 

found out David was back in Sydney. We caught up for dinner one night and during the 

conversation, STEWART came up. I didn't want to discuss the subject over dinner. I later found 

out that David had a drinking problem and drank very heavily in later years. 

25. About February 2009, I was watching television and saw STEWART's face on the news. He had 

already been questioned in relation to offences against other kids. I rang the Police and said, 'I've 

got information about STEWART abusing me.' I then attended Bathurst Police Station. I hea.rd 

nothing much from the Police until June or July 2009 when I rang again and then made a 

statement in relation to STEWART. 

Response of Knox 

26. Knox have done absolutely nothing. I can't think of anything that they've done or said or given me 

or offered me. They haven't offered counselling, support, compensation, nothing. I recall I 

received a generic letter from the school that appeared to have been sent to all former students 

advising that there had been some incidents of sexual abuse, but I can't remember the exact 
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content. I enjoyed the school whilst I was there. I made some great, life-long friends and had 

some good times, but the way they have handled this is very disappointing. I felt like Knox was a 

big community and that I belonged to it, but this just shows that there is no community. 

27. I have never contacted the school, I don't think they would like to get that letter. I know that it was 

34 or 35 years ago and the people in charge now were not involved in what happened back then. 

I just really hope that the school has put in place some processes to prevent this from happening 

again. A gay paedophile in a boys' school is like a kid in a candy shop. He should never have 

been working there. 

Prosecution of STEWART 

28. In 2011, I attended a Committal Hearing in relation to STEWART and his offences regarding me. I 

gave evidence at the Hearing. This is when I found out about abuse the abuse of my friend David 

RENTOUL. The matter never went to trial. Eventually, I believe, STEWART pleaded guilty to my 

charges and to some others as well, including David RENTOUL. I was advised by Rebecca 

DUMMETT, the Police Officer in charge of the investigation, that STEWART was given a 

suspended sentence. She told me there were 11 complainants all up. I think some of the other 

students also gave evidence, but we were kept separate so I didn't really see anyone else. I know 

David was not able to give evidence at the Hearing. 

29. The criminal process was so long. It was February 2009 when I rang the Police, and the end of 

2011 when we got the result. I am very disappointed that STEWART did not go to gaol. He 

deserved a far heavier sentence for what he did to us than a suspended sentence. 

30. During the court matter, I became aware of the abuse that David suffered. He suffered far worse 

than me. He has since passed away as a result of medical complications related to his drinking. 

believe the abuse led to his drinking problem and ultimately resulted in his untimely death. 

31 . After the court matter, I asked the Police for the contact number of David's parents. I have been in 

contact with them since that time. 

Signature. · 
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32. After I left school I ended up doing medical science at university. A close friend of mine had a 

father who was an orthopaedic surgeon. He knew a pathologist and mentioned me to him at a 

meeting. I was then able to get a job in a pathology laboratory, where I worked for eight years. 

then took a position with NSW Health and have been working in public health care for 21 years. 

now run a laboratory. 

33. I recall my youngest brother starting school at Knox in 1990. I went with mum on his first day. 

STEWART was still there. It was 15 years after I was abused, and STEWART was still at the 

school. I recall my mother talking to STEWART, and I recall STEWART saying, 'Matthew is better 

looking than Alex.' I felt relieved that he said that because it made me think that at least he won't 

be interested in abusing Alex. 

Impacts of child sexual abuse 

34. I was quite an outgoing and boisterous child, but after the abuse, I had very low self-confidence 

and became extremely shy. When young men are out and about, they like to talk to girls, but I 

could never bring myself to do that. always felt like I was forcing myself onto them like 

STEWART had forced himself on to me. I became very isolated and lonely. I had friends but I 

never told any of them about the abuse. 

35. I was very embarrassed by what happened. I also felt guilty that I hadn't told anyone, and that 

there may have been more victims after me. I used to think that if I had told someone, it might 

have stopped some other children from being abused. 

36. I have had relationships but I never seemed able to pick the right person, and they did not last. 

tended to pick the sort of person I thought I deserved. They were really more friends of 

convenience than anything else. The court case was good for me. After the court case I 

changed. I got my self-confidence back. I began to feel normal, like I was the same as everyone 

Signature: .. ef/Z~ Witne~.y~ 

STAT.0476.001.0007_R    

lauren.ashworth
Sticky Note
None set by lauren.ashworth

lauren.ashworth
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by lauren.ashworth

lauren.ashworth
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by lauren.ashworth



Statement in the matter of Knox Grammar School 
Statement of Matthew O'NEAL continued 

Page 8of10 

else. I was no longer embarrassed by what happened to me. I am currently in a good, strong 

relationship and I am happy. 

37. When I spoke with the Police they asked if I wanted some support. I was referred to Bathurst 

Hospital Sexual Assault Service. That was very beneficial for me. I am not currently having 

counselling. Following the court case and conviction of STEWART, I resolved to stand on my own 

two feet and get on with life. 

38. I am lucky. I have never abused alcohol or drugs like many abuse victims. I think I have been 

able to deal reasonably effectively with what happened to me and I am in a good place in my life. 

Redress 

39. About 2012, I spoke to a solicitor in Sydney at Koffels Solicitors about suing Knox. I was advised 

that because the abuse did not take place on school grounds, there was a chance I might not win, 

and the cost would be in the vicinity of $100,000. I couldn't afford this so I decided not to pursue 

litigation. I was also told that I had a time limit before a statute of limitations applied. 

40. I would like financial compensation for what happened to me. Whilst the abuse didn't occur on 

school grounds, it was his position as a teacher that allowed him to groom me and gave him 

access to me. The solicitor I spoke with also told me that STEWART was previously a teacher in 

the Senior School, but following a sexual abuse incident, was moved to the Preparatory School. 

PATERSON should have dealt with this matter more appropriately. STEWART should have been 

sacked as a minimum. 

41. The school should have looked at other ways to assist victims of child sexual abuse. I would not 

have trusted the school to arrange counselling, but if they had offered to fund some counselling 

which I organised myself, I would have appreciated and benefitted from it. 

42. I do believe that the patriarchal style of management at the school led to an environment where 

child sexual abuse could occur. I believe the environment has changed and private schools are 

run more openly these days. 

Signature: 
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43. I don't believe an apology from the school would mean much. I don't believe they would be 

sincere and are more interested about protecting their reputation than dealing with past problems. 

I would, however, be interested in a personal apology from STEWART or PATERSON. 

Outcomes from the Royal Commission 

44. Even though it is 35 years after the abuse, being able to talk to someone about what happened is 

probably the most important thing for someone who has been through sexual abuse. If it can 

happen 35 hours after the event, that would be great, but it's just not possible for most people to 

talk about it. It certainly wasn't for me anyway. But it is important that we try to get kids to talk 

about abuse closer to when it has happened. 

45. People are much more prepared to talk about things these days than back when I was a child. 

would certainly not have had the confidence to speak about my abuse, and I think that is probably 

one of the reasons I was targeted by STEWART. Society has changed and it is easier for kids to 

speak up. To help that to happen and encourage kids, there should be an advertising campaign 

to promote speaking up about abuse, and who to report to, what sort of behaviour is acceptable 

and what is not. I would say it is probably not acceptable these days for a teacher to take a kid to 

his house. 

46. At the same time, students can bond with a teacher in a normal, healthy way and it would be a 

shame for students to miss this opportunity because it can be very positive. Maybe there could be 

a system of registering that relationship and monitoring it in an open and transparent manner. 

47. The school itself was aware of STEWART in the early 1980's. I have seen in the media that there 

were also four other teachers at the school who were paedophiles. It seems to me the school just 

sent them on holidays, or moved them around to get them out of the way without actually dealing 

with the core issue or addressing any of the problems. They should have reported to Police. 

These institutions don't want to report to Police because they are desperate to protect their image 

and their name. The school should at least report incidents to the parents. 

STAT.0476.001.0009_R    

lauren.ashworth
Sticky Note
None set by lauren.ashworth

lauren.ashworth
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by lauren.ashworth

lauren.ashworth
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by lauren.ashworth



Statement in the matter of Knox Grammar School 
Statement of Matthew O'NEAL continued 

Page 10 of 10 

48. The school also needs to take a firmer line with teachers who abuse children . 15 years after I left 

the school, STEWART was still there teaching. He had abused kids in senior school before I 

started, and the school knew it. STEWART should have been sacked as soon as it was known he 

was a paedophile . 

Signed: 

Date: 

Witness: 

Date: 
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