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into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sexual Abuse 

1. This statement made by me accurately sets out the evidence that I am prepared to 

give to the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. The 

statement is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

2. In preparing this statement, I have been shown certain documents relating to my 

abuse at the Hutchins School (the School). Where I refer to a document in this 

statement, I have used the document reference number which appears in the top 

right hand corner of the documentto which I refer. I have not independently reviewed 

the Hutchins School's files or other entities from which these documents have been 

drawn. 

3. This statement has been prepared on the basis that the Commission will issue a Notice 

to Produce under Royal Commissions Act 1902 (Cth) s 2(3A) for the production of a 

signed copy. 

4. My full name is~IA_O_B _______ ~land I am 64 years of age. 

Signature: ·· ·~A_O_B _______ ~1............. Witness: • 
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The Hutchins School 

5. I was a student at the Hutchins School (the School) from about November 1963 to 

December 1970. During this time, the Headmaster of the School was Mr David 

Lawrence (Lawrence). 

6. In my first year of high school at the School, my French teacher was Lyndon 

Hickman (Hickman). I later learned that Hickman had been a teacher at the School 

from 1942 to 1948 but, was dismissed apparently for inappropriate behaviour. I do 

not know exactly why he was dismissed. 

7. In 1964 Mr Hickman was re-hired by the Lawrence as a French teacher. 

8. Shortly after I started at the School, Hickman groomed me for sexual abuse and then 

sexually abused me. 

9. In 1965 Hickman left the School. I did not report my abuse to anyone at the time but, 

I remember my parents meeting Hickman and telling me to try not to be alone with 

him. 

10. In, or about, the third term of 1970, Lawrence resigned as Headmaster of the School. 

I remember that his resignation was very sudden and it was as if he was at the School 

one day and gone the next. The students were not provided with an explanation as to 

the reason why Lawrence resigned. 

11. I remember attending the annual speech night following Lawrence's resignation. 

Nothing was said at that time about the reason why he was not at the School any 

more. The School was simply silent about his resignation. 
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12. As a result, there was a lot of discussion between the students as to why Lawrence 

resigned . I remember that there were a number of rumours going around that the 

reason he resigned was because he was a 'paedophile' and a 'poofter'. 

Initial Report of Child Sexual Abuse 

13. I did not report the child sexual abuse to any person at the time nor over the ensuing 

four decades. In or around 1997, the Anglican Church, Diocese of Tasmania (Anglican 

Church) established a public inquiry in relation to allegations of child sexual abuse by 

the clergy (Anglican Inquiry). As the School is an Anglican boy's school, I telephoned 

the Anglican Inquiry in or around 2000 and met with a worker/counsellor, Ms Anne 

Foot (Ms Foot). I had known Ms Foot previously as she had been a colleague of mine 

when I had worked with the Child Welfare services in Tasmania. 

14. I understood that the Anglican Inquiry was about clerical child sexual abuse but I made 

contact because I thought I may get the information I wanted about the School. 

15. In my meeting with Ms Foot, I told her of my abuse at the School but I did not make a 

formal statement to the Anglican Inquiry. I informed Ms Foot that I was seeking the 

Anglican Inquiry's assistance to obtain information from the School regarding the 

circumstances of Lawrence's departure on 1December1970. 

16. I considered that the information concerning Lawrence may provide me with the 

context in which my own abuse occurred at the School. I wanted to know whether my 

abuse at the School was an isolated occurrence or part of a wider pattern of abuse. 
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17. If there was a widespread pattern of abuse at the School, I wanted this to be 

recognised so that, hopefully, measures may be put in place to avoid history repeating 

itself. 

18. Ms Foot explained to me that my abuse did not necessarily fall within the scope of the 

current inquiry but that perhaps she could assist me to arrange a time to meet with 

the current Headmaster, Mr Toppin . 

19. I understand that a few days following my meeting with Ms Foot and with my 

agreement, Ms Foot met with the then Headmaster of the School, Mr Bill Toppin 

(Mr Toppin). Mr Toppin was the Headmaster of the School from 1997 to 2007. 

20. Following Ms Foot's meeting with Mr Toppin, she advised me that he was prepared 

to meet with me but as his diary was full, this meeting would have to wait for a couple 

of months. In relation to the departure of Lawrence, Mr Toppin had said to Ms Foot 

words to the effect that 'he had heard something or other' . 

21. The general impression I gained from speaking with Ms Foot was that Mr Toppin was 

not particularly interested in pursuing my request for information about Lawrence. 

Furthermore, a question arose between Ms Foot and I concerning whether the 

Anglican Inquiry would be able to inquire into matters that occurred within the School 

including its staff. I do not recall whether this question was ever resolved. 

22. I was disappointed and disheartened. I did not take the matter further until 

September 2006. 

V\OB 

REDACTED 
Signature: ... .. ................... Witness: ... .. 

STAT.0395.001.0004_R

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
None set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
None set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
None set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
None set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
None set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by shelley.napper



Page 5 of 25 

Initial report of abuse to the School 

23. In September 2006, I saw an advertisement in the School newsletter, the Magenta 

and Black, asking former students and acquaintances to contact the School with 

stories of their time at the School because the School's historian was going to write 

its history. 

24. Seeing the advertisement in the newsletter made me really annoyed to think that the 

School might produce a history that didn't tell the true story of what happened at the 

School in the 1960s during the time that Lawrence was headmaster. As a result, on 

5 September 2006, I wrote a letter to the editor of the Magenta and Black Newsletter 

stating that a history of the School was incomplete and would be highly deficient if it 

did not fully and pro-actively examine the period in which Lawrence was the 

Headmaster (HUT.0001.001.0110). 

25. In late September 2006, I received a letter (HUT.0001.001.0194) from Mr Toppin 

stating that the allegations I had made were extremely serious. He said that in the 

event that I, or any others, were the victims of sexual abuse whilst at the School in the 

1960s, then the most appropriate course of action was for me to report the matter to 

the Police. 

26. When I received this letter I did not think that I was going to get anywhere with the 

School. I thought that the School was trying to 'whitewash' over what had happened 

at the School in the 1960s. I did not want to report these matters to the Tasmanian 

Police. I wanted further information about the circumstances surrounding Lawrence's 
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resignation because I thought that it could provide me with context surrounding my 

abuse. 

27. I wondered why Lawrence had re-hired Hickman in 1964 if he had previously been 

dismissed for inappropriate conduct; and if there were any other victims of Hickman . 

I also wanted to make sure that the School would not allow this sort of abuse to occur 

again. 

28. I decided that I would take my letter (HUT.0001.001.0110) and Mr Toppin's response 

(HUT.0001.001.0194) and discuss them with Ms Foot. 

29. In or about late September 2006 or early October 2006, Ms Foot and I met at the 

Anglican Diocesan offices. After a lengthy discussion, Ms Foot said that maybe the 

only way in which the matter could be progressed was if I contacted Tasmania Police. 

30. I left the meeting feeling very disappointed and angry that no one could help me when 

all I was looking for was more information to help me understand . 

Disclosure of abuse to Ian Broinowski 

31. One night in or around 2009, when I was at the pub with my friend, Dr Ian Broinowski, 

I disclosed to him what had happened to me at the School. This was the first time I 

opened up to any of my friends about my abuse. 

32. That night at the pub we discussed rumours in the School's community about why 

Lawrence had resigned. There were many rumours in the community surrounding his 

resignation. 

33. I did not believe all of the rumours and I couldn't be sure which of the rumours were 

true. I wanted the School to honestly address th is period in its history. I was 
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determined to pursue, once again, the truth surrounding the circumstances in which 

Lawrence left the School. 

March 2009 - Reporting of child sexual abuse to the School 

34. On or about 2 March 2009, I wrote a letter (HUT.0001.001.0112) to the current 

Headmaster, Warwick Dean (Mr Dean), requesting a meeting in order to try to 

attempt to resolve the matters that I had raised relating to my time whilst I was a 

student at the School during the headship of Lawrence. I requested that any meeting 

attempt to find a mutually acceptable systemic structure or framework in which these 

issues could be progressed. I did not in that letter indicate that I had been abused 

while I was student at the School. 

35. On or about 5 March 2009, I received a letter of response (HUT.0001.001.0195) from 

Mr Dean stating that he had received my letter and would write to me soon to make 

a mutually suitable time to meet. 

36. By early May 2009 I had not been contacted by Mr Dean. This made me very 

disappointed because it followed, what I believed, was a pattern of behaviour by the 

School to brush me aside. 

37. On 4 May 2009, I again wrote a letter {HUT.0001.001.0113) to Mr Dean explaining that 

I was yet to receive any written correspondence to arrange the meeting that I had 

requested in my initial letter to him on 2 March 2009 (HUT.0001.001.0112). 

38. Shortly after receiving this letter, I received a telephone call from Mr Dean. He 

indicated he was able to meet at my house on 15 May 2009 as he said he would be in 

the area for work. I agreed that he could come to my house. I did not explain to him 
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the purpose about why I was asking him to come to my house. I did not ask if he had 

a copy of my earlier correspondence with Mr Toppin. 

39. As arranged, Mr Dean came to my house on 15 May 2009. After he arrived, we sat 

down and I said words to the effect, that: 

I was a student at the Hutchins School in the 1960s and I was sexually 

abused. 

I want to know the real reason why Lawrence resigned so that I can put my 

abuse to some context and so that I can make sure that it does not happen 

again. 

40. Mr Dean said words to the effect that: 

I feel that I have been ambushed. 

I am going to leave. 

I think that you need to report these matters to the Police. 

41. I said words to the effect to Mr Dean that: 

I did not want to go to the Police but I want to know about why Lawrence 

left the School. Surely, you have heard the rumours about this in the 

Hutchins community. 

42. Mr Dean said that he did not know anything about why Lawrence resigned from the 

School and was not aware ofthe rumours surrounding Lawrence's resignation. He was 

also not aware of any other allegations of child sexual abuse involving Lawrence. 

43. I further explained to Mr Dean the various reasons why I did not want to go to the 

Tasmania Police. 

44. In late May 2009, I received a letter from Mr Dean (HUT.0001.001.0196) stating that 

the School did not have the capability, facilities or resources to undertake an 
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investigation into the matters and unfortunately, there was little that he could do 

about it. Mr Dean told me to raise the matter with the Tasmania Police. He also 

indicated that the School would co-operate fully with any requests that it received 

from the Tasmania Police. 

45. When I received this letter I thought that it was a strange response from the School. I 

thought that I had made it clear that all I was seeking was further information 

surrounding Lawrence's resignation from the School to provide me with context about 

my abuse. I did not know why the School could not help assist me when the School's 

historian was preparing a history about the School including during the time that 

Lawrence was headmaster. I thought that perhaps the School could assist me to 

obtain this information through its historian. 

46. I understood that ordinarily allegations of child sexual abuse should be reported to 

the Police. However, in circumstances where all that I was seeking further information 

I did not want to go to the Tasmania Police. 

Reporting of child sexual abuse to the Tasmania Police 

47. Almost a year passed before I decided that I did not have any choice but to go to the 

Tasmania Police if I was to further progress my matter. 

48. On 5 May 2010, I attended the Hobart Police Station to report the sexual abuse that I 

had suffered when I was a student at the School. I told the Police that I did not want 

them to take any further action and I did not want to disclose the identity of the 

offender. I explained to the Police that the purpose of reporting this information to 

them was to help me organise a meeting with the School. 
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49. On 4 October 2010, I telephoned the School and requested to speak with Mr Dean to 

request the date when Lawrence commenced as the Headmaster at the School; and 

the date on which he left the School. I wanted this information as I was intending to 

make a freedom of information request. I have been shown a copy of a message 

(ANG .0047.001.0055) taken detailing my phone call. This message accurately 

summaries my conversation with an unknown person at the School. 

50. I do not remember if Mr Dean returned my call. 

October 2011 - further contact with the School 

51. In or about October 2011, I wrote a further letter to Mr Dean (HUT.0001.001.0114) 

explaining that his advice to go to the Police was procedurally correct but I did not 

want to have the Police involved and wanted to seek a resolution with the School 

without the involvement of the Tasmania Police. Notwithstanding my concerns, I 

indicated that I had contacted the Tasmania Police to report my abuse whilst a student 

at the School. 

52. I again requested an explanation, or the reason, as to why Lawrence left the School. 

53. In an attempt to progress the matter, I noted that I would be satisfied with a verbal 

explanation of Lawrence's departure from the School, and if in that explanation there 

were unsubstantiated allegations, that such an explanation be couched in those 

terms. I only wanted to know what had occurred at the School, not who was involved. 

In my letter of October 2011, I tried to make it as easy as possible for the School to 

provide me with some information. 
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54. On 11 October 2011, I received a letter in response (HUT.0001.001.0197) from 

Mr Dean requesting that I contact the school and arrange a meeting "to pursue my 

requests" . When I received this letter I was very happy that the School was finally 

going to meet with me to discuss my abuse and to try to assist me to understand the 

context within which it occurred and to make sure that it didn't happen again. 

55. Shortly after I received this letter, I arranged a time to meet with Mr Dean. I do not 

remember exactly when this meeting occurred but I remember that when I met with 

Mr Dean the atmosphere was very different. 

56. Mr Dean opened the meeting by offering me an apology for abuse experienced at the 

School (even though I had not discussed the exact circumstances of the abuse with 

him). Mr Dean also made an apology for the School's response to my request for 

information in relation to Lawrence's departure. Mr Dean offered me compensation 

in relation to counselling expenses. 

57. I responded by accepting his apology but restated that I had never required or 

requested an apology or compensation; that all I had ever required was information 

as to the reasons why Lawrence had left the School. 

58. During the meeting Mr Dean said to me, words to the effect, that: 

David Lawrence left the School because a letter was intercepted which 

indicated that he was having a relationship with a student. 

59. I asked ifthe letter was still in existence. Mr Dean said that it was not. 

60. I felt that whilst the information surrounding Lawrence's departure was scant it was, 

nonetheless, a breakthrough which could be built on and progressed . 
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61. Mr Dean then asked if I was aware of allegations about a paedophile ring operating in 

Hobart at about that time. I said that I was not aware of this. 

62. Mr Dean also spoke about the official history of the School, Character Unbound, which 

he informed me was soon to be published. 

63. Mr Dean stated that the author had no restrictions placed on her in writing the book, 

Character Unbound. He said that the book would give a complete and accurate 

account of the School's history. 

64. I responded with words to the effect that: 

Well, we shall wait and see. 

65. Towards the end of this meeting, Mr Dean said words to the effect: 

In regard to your matter I have obtained advice and guidance from Dr Ian 

Broinowski. 

66. At that time, I was stunned and confused. I did not understand why my friend, Ian 

Broinowski was providing advice and guidance to the School. I had previously confided 

in Ian Broinowski about my abuse and my dealings with the School. I was stunned that 

he was involved in the School's response to my allegations. 

67. After this meeting, I wondered why I wasn't provided with the information about 

Lawrence when I first contacted the School. I wondered if there was any other 

evidence that was being withheld from me by the School. I did not understand why 

the School had been unable to assist me to obtain this information. I was distrustful 

of the School's response because it had not previously given me this information. 

68. I did not really want an apology from the School. I wanted to better understand the 

context within which my abuse occurred. I also wondered why the School had not 
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taken this information to the Police themselves or, assisted me with other relevant 

information when I reported my abuse to the School. 

Disclosure of abuse to John Kerr 

69. Sometime in 2011, I telephoned John Kerr and identified myself as, ~~-O_B ____ ~ 

a former student at the School. I said to him, words to the effect, that : 

I was a student at the Hutchins School in the 1960s and I was sexually 

abused. In order to put that abuse into context I am trying to determine 

why Lawrence left the School. 

I want to know the circumstances in which Lawrence left the School. 

70. John Kerr said to me, words to the effect, that: 

71. I said: 

Lawrence left the School because of a conflict between his wife and the 

Bishop's wife. 

I thought he left because a letter was intercepted. What did the letter say? 

72. John Kerr said to me, words to the effect, that: 

You should be ashamed of yourself. So what if the Headmaster was buying 

gifts for ex-student. Go on and make a big deal out of this. 

73. After this phone I was really angry with the School. I thought it was another attempt 

to 'whitewash' over what happened. 

December 2012 - further contact with the School 

74. In December 2012, I had been thinking about my last meeting with Mr Dean and his 

comments regarding the involvement of Ian Broinowski. I did not understand how my 
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old school friend had become involved in the School's response to my allegations of 

abuse. 

75. I decided that I would call Mr Dean to ask him why he was discussing my personal 

matters with my old school friend, Ian Broinowski. I wanted to let him know that I had 

not asked to Dr Broinowski to contact the School or to assist the School in its response 

to my allegations abuse. 

76. On 18 December 2012, I called the School and asked to speak with Mr Dean. I was told 

that he was not available. 

77. The next day, I called again to speak with Mr Dean. I was put through to Mr Dean. I 

explained to Mr Dean that I had not asked Dr Broinowski to contact him on my behalf. 

78. I explained to Mr Dean that Dr Broinowski was a close friend to whom I confided my 

abuse. Mr Dean said words to the effect that he had been consulting with Dr 

Broinowski as an independent expert in the area of child abuse. 

May 2013 - further contact with the School 

79. Sometime before early 2013, I learned that Ian Broinowski had in fact written to the 

School about my abuse. This confused me as I understood from Mr Dean that Ian 

Broinowski had also been engaged by the School as an independent expert in respect 

to child abuse. I had been unable to obtain a copy of Ian Broinowski's letter to the 

School. I decided to contact Mr Dean to see if I could obtain a copy of the letter from 

him. 

80. On or around 14 May 2013, I telephoned Mr Dean and asked that he call me to discuss 

the letter that he had received from Ian Broinowski. 
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81. On 14 May 2013, I received a phone call from Mr Dean. During this phone call, I 

requested that he read out aloud a letter sent from Ian Broinowski to him. 

82. Mr Dean read to me, part of a letter, which he said he had received from Ian 

Broinowski. I have been shown a copy of a letter from Ian Broinowski to Mr Dean 

dated 2 March 2011 (HUT.0001.001.0164). I think that this is the letter that was read, 

in part, to me over the telephone. 

83. I said to Mr Dean that I didn't understand why Ian Broinowski had written to him. I 

told Mr Dean that I was not aware that this had occurred and I had not consented to 

my personal matters being discussed with Ian Broinowski. I said that I felt that Ian 

Broinowski was interfering and that I had been "set up". Mr Dean said that Ian 

Broinowski was an expert in the area and that he had been separately consulting him 

in respect to these matters. I did not think that this made any sense. 

84. I said words to the effect: 

Thanks, I think I have a clear understanding of what has happened from Ian 

Broinowski's correspondence with you. 

85. When I said this to Mr Dean, I was intending to be sarcastic. In fact, I felt that Mr Dean 

had not been entirely truthful with me in December 2012 when we discussed Ian 

Broinowski's involvement. 

86. I consider that the letter dated 2 March 2011 (HUT.0001.001.0164) is a breach of my 

privacy and trust as it discloses my identity through personal information to Mr Dean. 

I consider that the information in the letter is particular enough to inform Mr Dean 

that Ian Broinowski was referring to me. 
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87. I have been shown a copy of a file note (HUT.0001.001.0224) made by Mr Dean 

concerning this telephone conversation on or around 14 May 2013. In my view, the 

file note is not an accurate record where it states that Mr Dean had "read [the] letter 

over the phone to him". It is my recollection that Mr Dean had read part of the letter 

over the phone. 

88. The file note records that 'jAOB I noted that he was happy he had a clear 

understanding between Jan Broinowski and Headmaster and himself'. I was not 

happy. I believe that Mr Dean may have misinterpreted my sarcasm as indicating that 

I was happy. 

89. I accept the other parts of the file note as an accurate record of the telephone 

conversation. 

Contact with the Anglican Church 

90. By 2013, I still thought that the School was trying to 'whitewash' over what happened 

and I wanted know more information about the reason why Lawrence had left the 

School. I did not trust the information that I had been provided by Mr Dean because 

he had already breached my trust by discussing my personal information with Ian 

Broinowski. 

91. I thought that the Anglican Church might be able to assist me to obtain further 

information from the School because I understood the School was an Anglican School. 

I thought that the Anglican Church could assist in holding the School accountable for 

what had happened. 
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92. In early May 2013 I telephoned the Anglican Church office. I was put through to a 

woman who I understood worked in the Professional Standards Office. I explained 

that whilst I was a student at the School I was sexually abused. I told the person on 

the telephone that I was dissatisfied how the School had responded to my abuse. She 

said to me that I should come in and meet with her to discuss these matters further. 

93. On 10 May 2013, I met with Annette Sims, Professional Standards Director of the 

Anglican Church, Diocese of Tasmania. I explained to her that I had been abused when 

I was a student at the School. I said that I wanted the School to acknowledge what 

happened to me and also to ensure that it didn't happen again. At the end of the 

meeting we agreed that Annette Sims would talk to Bishop Harrower and the 

Chancellor about these matters. She also said that the Royal Commission might be an 

option for me. I told her not to raise these issues with Mr Dean. 

94. I have been shown a copy of a document (ANG.0047.001.0094) which I understand is 

Ms Sims' file note from our meeting on 10 May 2013. 

95. By the end of May 2013 I still had not received any response from Ms Sims or Bishop 

Harrower. On 4 June 2013, I wrote a letter to Bishop Harrower (ANG.0047.001.0083) 

setting out my personal and family history, and what I wanted from the Diocese and 

the School. At this time, I had two objectives which I described as: 

Signature: .... 

a) Contextualisation - Was my sexual abuse in isolation or were there 

other victims; and 

b) Prevention - if there was a widespread pattern of abuse this needs to 

be recognised in order to ensure that there are current measures in 

place to avoid history repeating itself. 
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96. In this letter I indicated that it was never my intention at that time to seek 

compensation or an apology although I had received one from Mr Dean and 

compensation in the form of counselling fees. 

97. On or about 14 June 2013, I received a letter (ANG.0047.001.0082) of response from 

Bishop Harrower thanking me for my letter and asking me if I would be willing to raise 

the matters with the School. Bishop Harrower advised me that he could not compel 

the School to respond but could make a request, as Visitor, that the school provide 

information about why Lawrence left the School. 

98. On 20 June 2013, I wrote another letter (ANG.0047.001.0077) to Bishop Harrower 

about these matters indicating that I did not think it would be advantageous for him 

to raise these particular matters with the School. 

99. On or about 15 July 2013, I received a letter (ANG.0047.001.0073) from Bishop 

Harrower advising me that he could not progress t hese matter any further without 

notifying the School. 

100. On 29 July 2013, I wrote a letter (ANG.0047.001.0072) to Bishop Harrower and 

granted him permission to approach the School. 

101. On or about 1 August 2013, I received a letter (ANG.0047.001.0071) from Leonie Silk, 

the Assistant to Bishop Harrower. In this letter, Ms Silk stated that she had raised 

these matters with the Vicar General. Bishop Harrower was on leave but that a 

meeting had been arranged between Bishop Harrower and Mr Dean when he 

returned . 
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102. I did not hear anything further from Bishop Harrower until, on or about, 11 September 

2013 when I received a telephone call from Ms Silk seeking to arrange a meeting 

between myself, Mr Dean and Bishop Harrower to discuss my allegations. 

103. On or about 11September2013, I received a letter (ANG.0047.001.0036) from Ms Silk 

confirming that a meeting would be held with Bishop Harrower, Mr Dean and myself 

on 16 October 2013 at Bishop Harrower's office on Macquarie Street, Hobart. 

104. In late September 2013 and prior to the meeting, I received a letter 

(HUT.0001.001.0198) from Mr Dean stating that he was motivated to give his best 

support to me and my questions in respect to time during which Lawrence was 

headmaster. He indicated that there was no documentation archived which 

surrounded the resignation of Lawrence. Mr Dean said that one other person had 

come forward and communicated with the School but that person's authorisation to 

discuss the matter had not been given. Mr Dean also apologised to me for the harm 

and hurt that I had suffered and offered pastoral support and counselling. 

105. Mr Dean's letter (HUT.0001.001.0198) also notes that Character Unbound had now 

been published and was soon to be released for public sale. Mr Dean referred me to 

pages 130-133 of the book to assist me further in my appreciation of the history of 

that time. Mr Dean enclosed with the letter, the photocopied pages from the book. 

Meeting on 16 October 2013 with Mr Dean and Bishop Harrower 

106. On 16 October 2013, I met with Bishop Harrower and Mr Dean at the Bishop's office. 
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107. The meeting was scheduled to occur at llam. At approximately 11.10 or 11.lSam, 

Bishop Harrower came out, greeted me, and asked me to come into his office. At the 

time, I thought that the meeting might not go ahead as Mr Dean had not arrived. 

108. When I went into his office, Mr Dean was sitting on one side of the table. There were 

papers all over the table and it was apparent that Mr Dean had been meeting 

beforehand with Bishop Harrower. 

109. I proceeded to sit on the opposite side of the table to Bishop Harrower and Mr Dean. 

110. Bishop Harrower began the meeting by asking me, words to the effect: 

What issues do you want to raise? What are your concerns? 

111. I said words to the effect that: 

What do you understand? 

Do you have an agenda or my recent correspondence? 

How much time do we have? 

112. Mr Dean said that he needed to leave by 12pm. 

113. In the thirty minutes remaining I said, words to the effect, that: 

I want to discuss the breakdown in trust between myself and Mr Dean and 

the reason why my personal issues are being discussed with Ian Broinowski. 

I also want to discuss the circumstances in which Lawrence left the School. 

114. Mr Dean repeated what he had told me at our meeting in October 2011 regarding 

Lawrence's departure. I felt that my concerns regarding the perceived breach of trust 

were summarily dismissed. 

AOB REDACTED 

Signature : . .. . .... ............... .... Witness: ....... .. .... ~ 

STAT.0395.001.0020_R

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
None set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
None set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
None set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
None set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
None set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by shelley.napper

shelley.napper
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by shelley.napper



Page 21of25 

115. At the end of the meeting Mr Dean presented me with a copy of the School's history 

entitled Character Unbound (PUB.0009.001.0001). 

116. After Mr Dean left, I expressed to Bishop Harrower my frustration and anger over my 

attempts over some 14 years, to obtain information regarding Lawrence's departure 

in order to place my abuse in some context. I felt that Bishop Harrower was trying his 

best to support me. I said to Bishop Harrower that he must be aware of the allegations 

and rumours regarding child sexual abuse at the School. His response was non­

committal regarding the allegations and rumours but he did express some concern 

about my allegations regarding paedophilic activity. I asked Bishop Harrower whether 

he was aware of the letter (ANG.0047.001.0029) in The Australian on the 27 February 

2002 detail ing other allegations of abuse at the School. Bishop Harrower stated that 

he remembered a lot of correspondence with the School about this letter. 

117. After I left, I felt that my abuse had been further trivialised by the School and that the 

meeting had re-victimised me. I did not think that Mr Dean or Bishop Harrower 

understood the importance of the issues that I had raised and my disappointment in 

the School having breached my trust. 

Character Unbound 

118. Based on earlier correspondence with Mr Dean I was confident that the School's 

history as set out in Character Unbound would be a transparent and honest account 

of the School' s history. 
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119. In his letter (HUT.0001.001.0198) dated 27 September 2013, Mr Dean assured me that 

the author had completed a detailed and diligent process in writing the text and that 

he had asked her to be full in her writing. 

120. Following my meeting with Mr Dean and Bishop Harrower, at which I was presented 

with a copy of Character Unbound, I read and re-read the chapter on Lawrence 

entitled 'Once the Mighty'. I also read, for example, the Epilogue (at page 385). 

121. On reading the official history about Lawrence and his departure, my disillusionment 

w ith the School's response to my matter was complete. All hope of accountability and 

transparency were gone. 

122. It makes me very angry readingthe sections of the book about Lawrence. In particular, 

page 132 of the book which describes Lawrence's sudden resignation and the 'post 

script' on page 135. 

123. I feel like the book downplays the seriousness as to what happened at the School 

under Lawrence's time as headmaster and is another failure by the School to respond 

to the allegations of sexual abuse and the circumstances surrounding Lawrence's 

resignation. 

124. I wonder how can the School "march on proudly into the future" when the book 

describes Lawrence's departure as "sad" and "susceptible to the temptations of his 

position". 

125. The book fails to expressly acknowledge the nature of the relationship with the former 

student instead, the authors describes it simply as a 'relationship' with a former 

student. 

AOB 
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126. I still do not understand why I was told to report these matters to the Tasmania Police 

because of the School's alleged inability to investigate these matters when the 

School's historian was in fact examining and receiving information about the very 

circumstances surrounding Lawrence's resignation. 

127. On reading Character Unbound, I became aware that the manuscript was completed 

around 2007 and yet Mr Dean wrote to me on 15 May 2009 and indicated that the 

School did not have the capability, facilities or resources to undertake any 

investigations into the matters which I raised. 

128. From having read Character Unbound, I note that a number of people had offered 

written or spoken testimony to the author regarding their student days at the School. 

I was not given that opportunity notwithstanding my contact with the School. 

129. I hope that if any person had spoken to the author about child sexual abuse during 

Lawrence's Headmastership they were directed to the Police as I was 

(HUT.0001.001.0194). 

Recent contact with the School 

130. On 1 July 2014, I wrote a letter to Mr Dean. In this letter, I referred to the Chapter on 

Lawrence in the book titled "Character Unbound" (HUT.0005.001.0001). 

131. On 8 July 2014, I received a letter (HUT.0005.001.0003) from Carol Marshall who 

acknowledged receipt of my letter dated 1 July 2014 and advised that Mr Dean was 

on a sabbatical until 21 July 2014. 
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132. On 7 August 2014, I received a letter (HUT.0005.001.0004) from Mr Dean. In this letter 

Mr Dean stated, to the best of his knowledge, the reasons for the resignation of 

Lawrence. Mr Dean again offered his assistance. The information given by Mr Dean 

makes the statements made in Character Unbound a little less ambiguous but raises 

more questions than it answers. 

signature: ~r_
0

_
8 

_______ _ ~1 ... .......... witness: ........ . 
REDACTED 

STAT.0395.001.0024_R



Page 25 of 25 

Conclusion 

133. All I have ever wanted from the School was to understand the context within which 

my abuse occurred to assist me to heal and also to ensure that it does not happen 

again. I wanted to know if I was Hickman's only victim. Were their other perpetrators 

at the School? Was David Lawrence a paedophile? Was this the reason why he re-

hired Hickman? 

134. I feel like the School has attempted to 'whitewash' over this part of its history. Until 

the School openly accepts what occurred in the 1960s I am not confident that it can 

understand the lifelong impact of child sexual abuse. 

AOB 

Signed: 
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