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Keith Ainge
From:

Natalie Kingston (nkingston@aogaustralla.com.au]

Sent:

Monday, 9 December 2002 11: 17 AM

To:

Keith Ainge

Cc:

Michael Wyatt

Subject: FW: Frank Houston: Sexual abuse allegation

-----Original Message----From: AOG National Office Reception
Sent: Monday, 9 December 200:2 11: 10 AM
To: Nat;a!;e Kingston
Subject: FW: Frank Houston: Sexual abuse allegation

(

-----Original Message----From: m:IillllllllllREDACTED
Sent: Sunday, December 08, 2002 3:04 PM
To: admin@assetnbliesofgodnz.org.nz
Cc:

Subject: Frank Houston: sexual abuse allegation
Pa.star Wayne Hughes
General Superintendent
Assemblies of God in New Zealand
9th

(

December 2002

Dear Mr Hughes
RE: FRANK HOUSTON - SEXUAL ABUSE ALLEGATIONS

l'rn sure that you are aware of my previous communications with your Executive through my lawyer and
my recent letter to Neil Hetrick, which I also copied to you (attached). I was hoping that by approaching
Neil directly, I might achieve a response that contained some degree of support and a willingness to open
a dialogue with me. However, his reply, which I have also attached, is so very disappointing. It is devoid
of any Christian charity or even any basic human sympathy. Any secular solicitor, rather than a minister of
God, could have written it and probably did. However, that is the kind of response that I am learning to
expect from your Organization.
I'm not sure what you are afraid of or why you won't talk to me about what happened when I was a
teenager and a member of the Lower Hutt Assembly of God. I find it staggering that you do not want to
uncover th~ truth about one of your predecessors in the ro.Ie of General Superintendent, especially since
you have already banned him from the ministry for "serious rnoral failure". However, that is your de_
cision.
I just want you to be aware that I do not intend to continue living with the legacy of pain and anger that
Houston's abuse has caused in my life. I will not be discouraged by your refusal to talk with me, or your
attempts to discredit my allegations. I will continue to pursue th.is matter until I achieve some sense of
justice and closure.
·
As I explained in my letter to Neil 1 I have conducted my own investigation into Houston and his past
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behaviour and I have been greatly assisted by many church leaders past and present, throughout
Austrafia, New Zealand, Canada and the UK. This investigation confirmed Houston's sad legacy of sexual
abuse and the consistent attempts that have been made by church organizations to cover~up
his behaviour. However, perhaps you already have enough evidence of this and you are not interested in
any further information that may reveal past errors of judgment.
For the past nine months I have attemp~ed to deal with this confidentially. However the A~semblies of
God in New Zealand refuse to meet with me or to provide an adequate or even decent response to my
allegations. I am therefore left with no option but to seek public support.
It Is now my hope that public exposure will help to create a supportive environment in which other victims
may feel able to join me in the search for justice. Perhaps only then, all of us, including Houston,
can begin the long process of healing lives damaged by sexual abuse and the terrible breach of trust
placed in a church leader and minister of God. ·
~ours sincerelv
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