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waiting for an interview with my Provincial, Brother Paul NOONAN, who was too busy to see

me. Those three days of isolation felt like my final rejection by the Order.

76. It was then that my brother Alex found me and took me away to the Jesuits' place in Parkville.
Brother NOONAN was furious because | wasn’t where | was supposed to be, but | didn’t care at
that stage. | was a victim but he was treating me as a rebel. If | hadn’t been so tired and

depressed | could have fought and argued.

77. Not long after that | returned to Perth. | spent most of the next few weeks with the Smith
family, the foster family | had known since | was seven years old. All | did was sleep and rest.
My move to Perth infuriated the superiors. They never once considered that | was ill at the

time.

Refusal to sign off from Christian Brothers

78. Brother NOONAN eventually followed me to Perth with the papers to sign me off from the
Order, to sever my connection with the Brothers permanently. | think that he wanted to get

me out of their life. At the time | was experiencing post-traumatic stress.

79. | attended two meetings with my Brothers at Westcourt in Perth. At the first, there was
Brother NOONAN and some other Brothers. | became very angry and refused to co-operate
and leave the order. | made a firm resolution to myself to never sign off from the Order. | still
haven't signed off to this day. | stormed out of the second meeting without signing off from
the Order. | should have had a lawyer with me for those two meetings to plead my case.
Although | was innocent, | felt as though | was guilty of some dreadful crime. | felt abused by
the Order, which had vowed to look after me for better or worse. The Brothers should have

tried to help me recover but instead they were pushing me out the door.
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80.

81.

Although | wouldn’t agree to sign off from the Christian Brothers, the Order paid me about
$100,000 as part of my separation. | used the money te buy a small cottage in Yarloop and a
second hand car and to set myself up with the basics for living, after which there wasn’'t much

money left.

| had a lot of difficulty getting work. | applied for many teaching positions with the Catholic
education system, the Christian Brothers and other independent schools. | was told | was
either overqualified, underqualified, inexperienced, too old or not adaptable. | had fallen from
my last position as an acting deputy principal of a thousand-pupil high school to begging for
any position as a teacher. | did some relief teaching with the state primary and secondary
schools on occasions. On two occasions, | helped out at the local Catholic primary school in

the next town called Harvey. Otherwise, | remained unemployed.

Meetings with Archbishop of Perth

82.

83.

I kept my finger on the pulse of child abuse and wrote letters on occasions when | considered

the Church was not being fair to its victims.

One day, after more than a year of unemployment, | was called up to Perth for a meeting with
Archbishop HICKEY. He said he wanted to know my story so | told him it and he seemed
compassionate. He said, “How are you coping?” and | responded, “I'm doing very well on the
pension, thank you very much.” | was surprised that for the first time | was doing what |
always wanted to do with the Brothers: | was communicating what was going on inside my

heart and soul. | had never stopped thinking of myself as a servant of the Church.
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84, Around that time | considered entering the priesthood and had even met the Bishop of the
local diocese. However, the idea died after | was called for a second meeting with Archbishop
HICKEY. At the meeting he asked about my health and how | was going. | told him that | was
surviving. | had relegated my health to the cupboard of things that did not matter. At the end
of the meeting he said “Oh, we might have the job for you.” | parted with the feeling that he
was a member of the “official” Church who seemed to care. In contrast, my Brothers had

forgotten | ever existed: | was no longer their problem. That | would never accept.
Work in the Kimberley region

85. A couple of days after | met with the Archbishop, there was an advertisement for a teacher
urgently needed in a remote Aboriginal community up in the Kimberleys, the far north of
Western Australia. | rang in response and was immediately asked to call at a certain house in
Perth where | met the principal of Lombadina Catholic School. | was employed immediately
and was given four days to arrive in Broome where | would be met and driven up the Dampier

Peninsula a couple of hundred kilometres northwest of Broome.

86. |found it impossible to accept that | gained this position through normal channels. What with
the Archbishop’ assurances still ringing in my ears, the rather cold reception from the school
principal and then the slow realisation that | could not have been placed more out of

circulation than | was: | was soon convinced that strings had been pulled.

87. Although | was relieved to be working, | was treated as the lowest member of staff. For the
next four years | was kept away from any position of authority in that tiny community school.
However, | eventually broke down with a neart condition and mental exhaustion four years

later, and | resigned in February 2000. It was my last teaching position.
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88. After that | moved to Tasmania. It was the only place in Australia | could afford to buy a house

and live.
With God behind the Eight Ball

89. | was spinning like a top and needed to do some healing, so | wrote an autobiography. It
wasn'’t a story about a life of abuse. It was about how | had built up a life after my abuse that
was then completely shattered when | discovered the abuse was so widespread. The book was
called “With God Behind the Eight Ball”. The name represents the clash between church

morality and legal law.

90. | provided a copy of the book to the Senate Inquiry in 2004. After that, people started to call

me with their own stories and | provided some counselling to others.
Towards Healing

91. Although | had separated from the Order, | continued to seek financial assistance and support
for any aged care | would require into the future, as a result of | became involved in Towards

Healing in 2005.

92. Sister Majella KELLY was the contact person at the Professional Standards office in Hobart. |
was provided with some counselling from a man called Heinz SCHINDLER. | found him helpful

and | could tell him how | was feeling.

93. | had a meeting with Brother [NESAAISSEENN- i Brother Brian BRANDON, which was

facilitated by someone at Centacare in Burnie. | had my brother Alex with me as my

spokesperson, and Mr SCHINDLER was also there as support. | told my side of the story and
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they professed sorrow for what happened. The outcome was that the Brothers agreed to

cover my medical expenses and pay for my funeral.

94. The process never got into the deeper layers necessary for healing. One meeting, even though
it lasted for quite a few hours, was never going to do that. | feel like the Christian Brothers

never really owned the situation, and they weren’t prepared to walk in my shoes as a victim.

Redress WA

95. | submitted an application form to Redress WAWA.0010.001.5073. | have been provided with
a copy of the Statement of Assessment Decision WA.0010.001.5097. | received $45,000

from Redress WA.

Hermitage

96. | have been living as a hermit in Tasmania for about 14 years now, since | worked in the
Kimberley.

97. | have spoken to the Brothers about returning to the Order, but | don’t feel like | am able to

psychologically.

98. |still have a great belief in God and | am so cemented to the Church that physical separation is
difficult. However, it's impossible to be a Brother because | would like to see the Church
reformed, and | feel that | have to side with the victims. Living in my hermitage is the only

logical way for me to live.

99. In telling my story now, | see this as an opportunity to explain where | stand. | thought | could
create a life after my abuse, but the extent of the abuse being perpetrated by the Christian

Brothers, and their reaction to my attempts to report it was what brought me down. At the
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time | handed in the findings of my research, the Brothers saw me as irrelevant and thought
they could control the scandal. They didn’t see me as a victim but saw what | had done as an
attack on the Church. It was an honest effort to enlighten them about the steps they should
take to face up to reality of what happened. If telling my story in this way helps one victim

then it will have been worthwhile.
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