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Statement of Jacqualine HENDERSON continued

7.

Page 2 of 5

I first heard some rumours about Steve that caused me concern back in the early '90s. Probably
1995, maybe 1996. At the time, I was working with the Worimi Land Council. I heard whispers
and rumours that Steve had interfered with a couple of boys in Scouts. I was told this by the
mother of one of the boys that had been a witness when Steve allegedly touched one of the
boys. At first I thought "Oh, it's a load of hogs". I was told that it had gone to court. And I
thought, "Okay, it's been dealt with." I thought, okay, maybe he's on a bond or something like
that, and I didn't take it any further. It was sort of never talked about after that.

8.

Around 2000, HACS advertised the position of coordinator for the service, because the existing
coordinator had gained a position with the Department of Community Services. Steve was
interviewed and got the job. I was not involved in the selection process. As I was a caseworker,
Steve became my boss.

9.

In 2003, when I was still employed with HACS, I heard rumours within the Worimi Aboriginal
community about Steve and a past incident involving a scout. The details about how I confronted
Steve and asked him to tell me the truth about these rumours is described in my statement to
police, dated 7 September 2011. The following information is in addition to what I said in that
statement.

EXHIBIT

I PRODUCE A COPY OF THAT STATEMENT WHICH IS ATTACHED MARKED JH1

10. From the time Steve was employed in 2003, he was responsible for the day-to-day running of
HACS. He reported to the HACS committee. The Chair at the time, from memory, may have been
Michele Perry or Trevor Patton. They were community elders that had started Hunter Aboriginal
Children's Services. Trevor is now deceased. Joseph Perry was on the committee, as well as
Colleen Perry, Michelle and Joseph's mum. Some foster carers were also on the committee.
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Statement of Jacqualine HENDERSON continued

21. I don't think there was a lot of governance training for committees. I felt obliged to go on the
committee. I was told "We need you on the committee to do this and do that. If we don't have a
committee then"- well, you know what goes on with all that sort of stuff.

Signed:

Date:

Witness:

Date:

Witness: ............
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