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In 1996, the ’Cafhohc»Church
released its groundbréaking riational
sexual 5ab'u'se’ ‘i)'rfftocol," “entitled
Towards -Healing, to'* “address " the
issue of sexual abuse’ complamts

st

‘against church workersy ™ #+ 4t

The national : prmaples'“ and
: procedux‘es document Was cndorsed

by Australia’s bishops and leaders of .

‘religious ordefs aiid later‘hpgraded
'm Deceritbe 20004 345 2 g0 2

" The Austrahan Cathohc Church
sought to establish the groufids for -
the public to- “judge’ the fesolve of
“church’ leaders” to Jtackle “abuse
:complamts 2 Bl Tyt S

The # rev1sed -document for
"handling-abuse ‘complaints-against
the Catholic' Church widened the
net fromi sexual ‘abuseé-to include
complaints © of ° physwal and
emotional abuse.” " *"

- They set out the’ 'prmcxples and
procedures to be followed by the
church-~ when® responding to
complaints of “abuse against
-Catholic Church personnel -
including clergy and religious,
pastoral workers, teachers and all
those- working for an official
church agency in a paid or voluntary
role.

On sexual abuse they state that
clergy and religious are in a special

. the community to

cleart,S1gnal’

position of trust and authority and
any *attempt to ‘(sexuahse ~ this -
relatxonsmp is “a breach of 1 trust, an
abuse of authority and professxonal
misconduct”.

It also states that “physical and
emot.lonal cruelty also constitute an
abuseofpowel’ e
“Where a; pnest rehgrous or
another person appomted to *a
‘posmon,off@pastoral ,care._by an
.agency ‘ofsthe church has .acted
towards a, Chlld or young person ina
way whlch‘causes serious: physxcal
pain or emogonal or. mental anguish
_without, any legmmate disciplinary
purpose.as Judged by the standards
of . the . time, when the incidents
.occurred, . ,_then th1s constitutes
abuse,” the guidelines state.

“Victims of abuse can experience
fear, shame, confusion and the
violation of their person..They can
feel guilty, blame themselves and
take responsibility for what has
happened.”

At . the launch of the new
guidelines, Bishop Geoffrey
Robinson, who is chairman of the
Catholic  Church’s  National
‘Committee for  Professional
.Standards, said they publicly
established the grounds to enable
“judge - the

ndsa

PS.0124.002.0155

3

resolve of church leaders to address
1ssues of abuse within the- church”
"2 Hé 'said ‘the church hoped the
changes would further reduce the
number of those- dissatisfied with
the church’s efforts to heal those

-who. had complained and would
help the church to.respond.in a
“just and compassionate manner to
complamts ‘of abuse”.

The review of the church s
guldelmcs, completed in 2000 was
run independently . by Professor
Patrick Parkinson; Pro-Dean of
Sydney University’s Faculty of
Law and author of the book’ Sexual
Abuse and the Churches ="

Vicar General Fr David Cappo,
who was instrumental in preparing
the Towards Healing -document,
says the revised procedures

“continue to be a “clear signal” to all

in the church and .in the broad
community that sexual, physical
and emotional abuse are the
antithesis of priestly life “and
indeed the ministry of priests,
religious and lay people in any and
all positions of leadership and
service in the church”.- = .

Fr Cappo affirmed that a-high
level-of transparency must always
exist in the church’s responsc to
issues of abuse :
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