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either - State

the importance of child ‘sdfety

procedures 'and the ‘necessity for
people everywhere not only to
comply with the law but also to be

- really careful with child protecnon

procedures

“The Catﬁohc Church is" re--
examining what happened in the .

past to find out what the facts were

‘and is looking at its present
‘operations to ensure that all
‘children who are ¢onfided into its’

care are kept as safe:as possible.
“If there are any énquirics' by

Governments into these issues, we
will cooperate fully with them.”
‘Archbishop Wilson said that one

. Federal

of his first messages as the new
head of the Catholic Church in
-Adelaide was that the archdiocese

will continue to’ be’ unfaltering m 1
“,embracmg the principles put
forward in the church’s national

response to, dealing. with sexual

abuse allegatmns contained in the :
;. ;Centacare, set up a family helpline
’SOffermg

Towards Healing program. :

Archbishop  Philip Wllson
gained a reputation as a “healing
bishop” when he was made Bishop
of Wollongong in 1996. When he
took over -at Wollongong, one

priest had been jailed for child sex d

offences and another, who had
also. been accused comrmtted
suicide.
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Archblshop Wiison says__, sorry:

Continued from page 1.

notlﬁcauons of chﬂd sexual abuse
mvoIvmg priests;“teachers® and
others ” said Archbishop Wilson, :

He set out to ensure “the
_Wollongong diocese embraced the
prmcxples put forward in Towards‘

J{ealmg
He also worked closc]y w1th

assistance " ¢+ and
counselhng to victims and brought
in_ an international : ‘expert - to
;establish training programs in
ch11d safety in the diocese: - -
" Programs were also orgamsed
for clergy and “teachers on
Jfulfilling the requirements of
Towards Healing.

“In my first .six months at® Sendmgaclear signal -

Wollongong there wére 42

see page 12.
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