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.he whole thing is very creative, although we differ with thought and talent and skills it is
v-ertheless fascinating and a wonderful adventure.
/ lt is great to see the new wave of inspiration rising up in new aspirants. lt is good to be in the quiet
depths and observe movements.
lt is wonderful to explore all possibilities in life's yogic path. But there does have to be time to do so,
over and above the survival for everyday existence. For me this is the "Spanner in the works." Life in
the city is so structured and organised time to travel to NSW from Victoria is not an easily acquired
project. Time to travel even to Rocklyn in Victoria is often unavailable. Time is the destroyer for me!
So all my wonderful ideas get put on hold for "time" to allow their expression.
The visit to Mangrove last year (7994 ) during Niranjanji's visit brought up many dormant emotions
- a kaleidoscope of emotions in fact! I would not have missed this experience for anything, and the
impact of it has deepened my understanding of me in regard to myself, to all external situations I find
myself in. Me in the ashram, me down the street, me at work. The play of changes. Me in this play.
Emotional expressions were released whilst in Mangrove during Niranjanji's visit- the whole gamut of
human feelings no doubt - yet underlying this, there was a unity and cohesiveness. No wonder things
shifted and lightness prevailed. Everybody's dedication, love and work over the years have built a
strong foundation. lt is obviously ongoing.

********************
2nd April, 1995
Hari Om,
Only recently I had the opportunity to read the February Newsletter. I was very
moved by the letters therein and realised that as a Karma Sannyasin I have not, though I
thought I had, empathised fully with what the Poorna Sannyasins went through, i.e. the
events and effects of the ashram eighties.
I am one, I am sad to say, who felt that the Poorna Sannyas week last April was
hostile/negative and the Karma Sannyas was positive/softer, though not quite all
"sweetness and light." As you say, dissent doesn't have to be seen as negative.
For me there is still that unk.nowness, "mystique" or is it the Indian sideways nod
(neither yes nor no) that leaves me wondering what the hell is that supposed to mean. I
wonder if the eighties will ever be resolved in my mind or just shelved.
Hurray for Vedantabodh re the celebration of Yoga '95. They certainly are quite
different types of happenings and hopefully they will continue.
Many oms to you all.
Tattwasagar
*******************
77th May, 7995
Dear Muktanand, Hari Om,
Making haste slowly seems to be my way lately. I hope I haven't held up the works by taking so
long to write. That has bee partly due to not quite knowing how to express what I feel and even to
wondering what it is I do feel, so I'll just jot down a little about the 2 things you asked me to write
about.
Firstly, and more importantly for me, is this year's Celebration. I'm still excited that it will
be going ahead, but I must admit that I'm anxious about people taking so long to commit themselves
definitely. I was hoping to have a basic programme organised by now but that can't be done until/ know
exactly who is coming and which classes or workshops they can offer. On the other hand Celebration
enthusiasts have unhesitatingly offered their services to such a degree that I feel overwhelmed. So I'm
just trusting that all will fall wonderfully into place, be as spontaneous and ad hoc as usual, and that
everyone will have a great time.
I, and others like me, would be tremendously disappointed if the Celebration were allowed to
lapse. I don't regard it as being in any way similar to an ashram experience but rather as something
quite separate and distinct. For a start, everyone is totally free to "do their own thing" , to take part or
not as they choose, to offer to run an activity or suggest that a particular activity should be run, and
finally - and this point is very important ~ everyone is equal ~ there are no outsiders and insiders and
no heirachy. lt is quite simply a time for yoga people, and also non-yoga people, to come together and
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share as one large extended family.
Contrast this with what many of us have experienced in our dealings with the ashram.
This brings me to the second subject- Niranjan's visit to Rocklyn and my impressions. This, of
course, is entirely subjective and possibly no-one else there would have viewed it in even a remotely
similar way, so it is probably a pretty jaundiced view. I went unwillingly and the atrocious weather did
nothing to improve my mood. As soon as I had concluded the business I went there to do , /left again.
However I would have to say that the programme, for nearly everyone, was a great success and
particularly for people new to yoga or the ashram. Shakti Mudra did a superb job organising and
everything seemed to run extremely well ( as far as the constant rain would permit). They even had a
take away food van there, run by Indians, which was voted a tremendous innovation.
I can't tell you what Niranjan said but I was told that he seemed to be indicating future
directions and areas of change and that people who hadn't heard him before were impressed by his
humility, his understanding of Westerners and his clarity.
There were very few puma sannyasins present, a fair number of karma sannyasins who did
most of the voluntary work, and the majority were the bright-eyed, shining-faced new wave. In my
negative state, as I sat there uncomfortably squashed, cold and damp, I thought, "what am I doing here?
I've been down this road". Twenty years ago I too sat with the shining, rapt face and drank everything
in, but one cannot keep repeating the same thing forever. So where are we today and where do we go
from here?
These are the questions I think we're all trying to answer and it has plunged some of us into the
spiritual doldrums. lt is confusing and bewildering because we are unsure of our "place". Whilst most
of us are engaged happily enough in our separate, persona/lives (or lifestyles) we are still connected
and want to maintain and strengthen that connection and are struggling to devise its form. For me
personally (&perhaps for others) it is also trying to recapture and reawaken the spiritual impetus or
purpose. I don't have any answers. All/ can think to do is to keep on meditating.
I'll look forward to your letter.
Hari Om Tat Sat and love Vedantabodh

********************
Muktanand,
Hari Om,
I thoroughly enjoyed seeing you again last month, and am attempting to fill my promise of
a contribution to the newsletter.
Our conversations that day were quite positive and hopeful, but I am not presently feeling
that way about the Aussie Ashrams. I have just been speaking to Kiran, who was told by
Sivamurti that consideration was going to be given to her situation and the financial fraud
that was played on her by Akhandananda. The result , after the management meeting was
that "it was a bit of bad luck, and it seems it was all between Akhandananda and her"- no
recognition of the fact that when she dealt with Akhandananda, he was Director of the
Ashram. In addition, I have been told that young female swamis from Mangrove still keep
contact with and visit Akhandananda, as do other people associated with the ashram. I have
also been told that methods such as dragging residential novices out of bed by the hair if
they don't get up and hitting are still employed in places like Rocklyn Ashram. If all this is
true, it is really depressing. A conversation with one of the resident swamis revealed that
he did not really care what happened, whether the mistakes of the past were repeated or
not. He survived it last time, and could survive it again or just leave. He was staying because
staying was easier than leaving and setting up a household or residence of his olVll. I know
all of this does not apply to all the swamis at Mangrove, but feel they need better people if
things are to improve. I don't know how many people would want to be closely associated
with the Ashram here when things like this haven't been straightened out. It is obvious
that it will take time, but it is hard to see how there is going to be sufficient positive
momentum to hold a successful convention next October when there is such lack of
direction and so many negatives and uncertainties hanging around. I can only hope things
will have been straightened up by then.
I did get to see Swami Niranjan. I had been invited by the Venkatraos to visit them during
their stay at Mangrove and returned there the week after I saw you. I spent the day with
them. When Swami Niranjan arrived from the farm in the afternoon, they went to see him,
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