












Art. 22 

§ I. With due regard for the right to appeal to this Supreme Tribunal, once an 
instance has finished in any manner before another Tribunal, all of the acts of the case 
are to be transmitted ex officio as soon as possible to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. 

§ 2. The right of the Promoter of Justice of the Congregation to challenge a 
sentence runs from the day on which the sentence of fir st instance is made known to 
this same Promoter. 

A1t. 23 

A res iudicata occurs: 

I 0 if a sentence has been rendered in second instance; 

2° if an appeal against a sentence has not been proposed within a month; 

3° if, in the appellate stage, the instance is abated or is renounced; 

4° if the sentence has been rendered in accord with the norm of a11. 16. 

A1t. 24 

§ I. Judicial expenses are to be paid as the sentence has determined. 

§ 2. If the defendant is not able to pay the expenses, they are to be paid by the 
Ordinary or Hierarch of the case. 

A1t. 25 

§ I. Cases of this nature are subject to the pontifical secret.ill] 

§ 2. Whoever has violated the secret, whether deliberately (ex dolo) or 
through grave negligence, and has caused some harm to the accused or to the 
witnesses, is to be punished with an appropriate penalty by the higher Turnus at the 
request of the injured party or even ex officio. 

Art.26 

In these cases, together with the prescripts of these Norms, by which all 
Tribunals of the Latin Church and Eastern Catholic Churches are bound, also the 
canons concerning delicts and penalties as well as the canons concerning the penal 
process of each Code must be applied. 
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This unofficial translation is based on a h'anslation of the Motu Proprio by the 
USCCB and a h'anslation of the Norms by Gregory Ingels, both revised by Joseph R. 
Punderson and Charles J. Scicluna. The translations of the canons of the CIC and the 
CCEO are from the h'anslations published by the Canon Law Society of America in 
1999 and 2001 respectively. 

[The h'anslation is reproduced here as if was posted at 
http://www.opusbonosacerdotii.org/sacramentorum _sanctitatis _tutela _ english 1. htm.] 

£
61PoPE JOHN PAUL II, Apostolic Constitution Pastor Bonus, On the Roman Curia, June 28, 

1988, art. 52, in AAS 80 (1988) 874: "[The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith] examines 
delicts against the faith and more grave delicts whether against morals or committed in the celebration 
of the sacraments, which have been refen-ed to it and, whenever necessary, proceeds to declare or 
impose canonical sanctions according to the norm of both common and proper law." 

PlporE JOHN PAUL II, Apostolic Constitution Pastor Bonus, On the Roman Curia, June 28, 
1988, art. 118, in AAS 80 (1988) 890: "For the internal forum, whether sacramental or non
sacramental, it grants absolutions, dispensations, commutations, sanations, condonations and other 
favors." 

181CONGREGATJON FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH, Agendi ratio in doctrinarum examine, 
June 29, 1997, in AAS 89 (1997) 830-835. 

191PONTIFJCAL COUNCIL FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF LEGISLATIVE TEXTS, Response to a 
proposed doubt, June 4, I 999, in AAS 91 (1999) 918: 

D. Whether or not the word "abicere" in canons 1367 CIC and 1442 CCEO should be 
understood only as the act of throwing away. 

R. Negative and ad mentem. 

The "mens" is that the word "abicere" should be considered to include any voluntarily and 
gravely contemptuous action towards the Sacred Species. 

1101Code of Canon Lm11, can. 1367 - A person who throws away the consecrated species or 
takes or retains them for a sacrilegious purpose incurs a /atae sententiae excommunication reserved to 
the Apostolic See; moreover, a cleric can be punished with another penalty, not excluding dismissal 
from the clerical state. 

1111Cade of Canons of the Eastern Churches, can. 1442 -A person who has thrown away the 
Divine Eucharist or has taken or retained it for a sacrilegious purpose is to be punished with a major 
excommunication and, if a cleric, also with other penalties not excluding deposition. 

P21Code of Canon Lmv, can. 1378 - § 2. The following incur a /atae sententiae penalty of 
interdict or, if a cleric, a latae sententiae penalty of suspension: 
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IE a person who attempts the liturgical action of the Eucharistic sacrifice though not 
promoted to the sacerdotal order. 

1131Cade of Canon Law, can. 1379 - In addition to the cases mentioned in can. 1378, a person 
who simulates the administration of a sacrament is to be punished with a just penalty. 

ll
4lcade a/Canons of the Eastern Churches, can. 1443 -A person who has simulated the 

celebration of the Divine Liturgy or other sacraments is to be punished with an appropriate penalty, not 
excluding a major excommunication. 

[1
5Jcode of Canon Law, can. 908 - Catholic priests are forbidden to concelebrate the 

Eucharist with priests or ministers of Churches or ecclesial communities which do not have full 
communion with the Catholic Church. 

11 61Code a/Canons of the Eastern Churches, can. 702- Catholic priests are forbidden to 
concelebrate the Divine Liturgy with non-Catholic priests or ministers. 

f1 7lcade a/Canon Lmv, can. 1365 -A person guilty of prohibited participation in sacred rites 
(communicatio in sacris) is to be punished with a just penalty. 

[ISJCode of Canons afthe Eastern Churches, can. 1440 -A person who violates the norms of 
law concerning participation in sacred rites (communicatio in sacris) can be punished with an 
appropriate penalty. 

P9lcnde of Canon /,aw, can. 927 - It is absolutely forbidden, even in extreme urgent 
necessity, to consecrate one matter without the other or even both outside the eucharistic celebration. 

l20Jcode of Canon Lmv, can. 1378 - § 1. A priest who acts against the prescript of can. 977 
incurs a latae sententiae excommunication reserved to the Apostolic See. 

l21Jcode of Canons of the Eastern Churches, can. 1457 -A priest who has absolved an 
accomplice in a sin against chastity is to be punished with a major excommunication, with due regard 
for canon 728, § I, n. 2. 

i22Jcode of Canon Lm11, can. 1387 - A priest who in the act, on the occasion, or under the 
pretext of confession solicits a penitent to sin against the sixth commandment of the Decalogue is to be 
punished, according to the gravity of the delict, by suspension, prohibitions, and privations; in graver 
cases he is to be dismissed from the clerical state. 

r23Jcode of Canons of the Eastern Churches, can. 1458 - A priest who in the act, on the 
occasion, or under the pretext of confession, has solicited a penitent to sin against chastity, is to be 
punished with an appropriate penalty, not excluding deposition. 

r
24Jcode of Canon Law, canon 1388 - § 1. A confessor who directly violates the sacramental 

seal incurs a latae sententiae excommunication reserved to the Apostolic See; one who does so only 
indirectly is to be punished according to the gravity of the delict. 

rz5Jcode of Canons of the Eastern Churches, can. 1456 - § I. A confessor who has directly 
violated the sacramental seal is to be punished with a major excommunication, with due regard for 
canon 728, § 1, n. 1; however, if he broke this seal in another manner, he is to be punished with an 
appropriate penalty. 
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[
261Code of Canon Lm11, can 1362 - § I. Prescription extinguishes a criminal action after 

three years unless it concerns: 

IE delicts reserved to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith ... 

Cf. Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, can. 1152 - § 2. A penal action is extinguished 
by prescription after three years, unless it is a question of: 

IE delicts reserved to the Apostolic See ... 

Im Code of Canon Lm11, can. 1362 - § 2. Prescription runs from the day on which the deli ct was 
committed or, if the delict is continuous or habitual, from the day on which it ceased. 

[
281Cf. Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, can. 1152 - § 3. Prescription runs from the 

day on which the delict was committed or, if the delict is continuous or habitual, from the day on 
which it ceased. 

!291Code of Canon Lm11, can. 1722 - To prevent scandals, to protect the freedom of witnesses, 
and to guard the course of justice, the ordinary, after having heard the promoter of justice and cited the 
accused, at any stage of the process can exclude (arcere) the accused from the sacred ministry or from 
some office and ecclesiastical function, can impose or forbid residence in some place or territory, or 
even can prohibit public pa11icipation in the Most Holy Eucharist. Once the cause ceases, all these 
measures must be revoked; they also end by the law itself when the penal process ceases. 

l301Code o/Cannns nfthe Eastern Churches, can. 1473 - To prevent scandals, to protect the 
freedom of witnesses, and to guard the course of justice, the hierarch, after having heard the promoter 
of justice and cited the accused, at any stage and grade of the penal trial can exclude (arcere) the 
accused from the exercise of sacred orders, an office, a ministry, or another function, can impose or 
forbid residence in some place or territory, or even can prohibit public reception of the Divine 
Eucharist. Once the cause ceases, all these measures must be revoked and they will end by the law 
itself when the penal trial ceases. 

1311SECRETARIATOF STATE, Rescript from an Audience of the Holy Father JI 4 febbraio, by 
which the Regolamento Generate de/la Curia Romana is made public, April 30, 1999, Regotamento 
Generate de/la Curia Romana, April 30, 1999, art . 36 § 2, in AAS 91 (1999) 646: "With pa11icular 
care, the pontifical secret will be observed, according the norm of the Instruction Secreta continere of 
February 4, 1974." 

THE SECRETARIAT OF STATE OR PAPAL SECRETARIAT, Rescript from an Audience, the 
Instruction Secreta continere, Concerning the Pontifical Secret, February 4, 1974, in MS 66 (1974) 
89-92: 

"Art. I. Included under the pontifical secret are: ... 

4. Extrajudicial denunciations received regarding delicts against faith and against morals, 
and regarding delicts perpetrated against the sacrament of Penance; likewise the trial and decision 
which pertain to those denunciations, with due regard for the right of the one who has been reported to 
the authorities to know of the denunciation, if such knowledge is necessary for his own 
defense. However, it will be permissible to make known the name of the denouncer only when it 
seems opportune to the authorities that the denounced person and the denouncer appear together in the 
trial; ... " (p. 90). 
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