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MEMO

TO COUNCIL

FROM

G. T. FAULKNER

DATE

JULY 31ST, 1992.

RE

CHILD MIGRANT UPDATE

CHILD MIGRANT CONTROVERSY
MEETING:

VOICES

C.B.'s

4.15

31ST JULY, 1992.

Gordon Grant (President), Bruce Blythe, Mr. Jones (John).
Gerry Faulkner, Peter McGowan (Phillips Fox)

9:30 - 11:05 a.m.

Board Room 459 Hay Street.

The meeting actually began at 9:50 due to late arrival of
Grant and Blythe - very brief apology.
Preamble:
It's very difficult to write an orderly report of a very disorderly meeting!
Points are not necessarily in chronological order.
1.

Both Blythe and Jones objected to
Re i)
ii)

i)
ii)

the short notice
the presence of a lawyer

I made it clear that the timing~- was proposed by President of
VOICES - "so don't blame me!"
Gordon's letter of last week (quoted) invited me to bring a lawyer and even suggested Phillips Fox.

2.

There was clearly confusion or at least lack of communication in VOICES
group; Blythe and Jones came with an Agenda different from Grant.

3.

Blythe and Jones (not sure of Grant) demand a 'Publie Enquiry'.
They claim our common ground is "desire for truth".
McGowan pushed them on
i)
Public enquiry for what purpose? Only 'truth'?
They said:· "let's see where it leads."
ii)
iii)

People (individuals) involved already know their "truth";
what more is an enquiry going to do?
Grant's letter saying too many people would be hurt by an enquiry.
So what about respect for privacy of individuals?
I cited phone-calls to me saying:
"Please tell 'them' (media,
VOICES etc.) to leave us alone."

4.

McGowan also made the point that legal avenues are open to individuals who
wish to pursue such a direction, so why a "public enquiry" which would
necessarily further damage already hur.t people?

5.

Early in the meeting, Blythe said: "We are pressing for a public enquiry ••• "
So I said (very seriously): "Excuse me, but who is WE?" He didn't take
kindly to that, but I insisted, saying that we were getting mixed messages
from VOICES.
Grant then said his letters were his "personal opinion".

6.

Blythe and Jones pushed me to agree to a Public Enquiry. I refused to make
an on-spot decision on a matter which was not even on the Agenda.
I agreed to "consider your request to push for the holding of a. Government
enquiry."

7.

I itemised the assistance to former Child Migrants that C.B.'s are/have been
involved in.
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