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Jj g/ // REDACTED
j [y(’fﬁfum Endeavour Hibls. 3802.
15th October 1986

The Reverend Little,

Archbishop of Melbourne, N {C\ \
St. Patrick's Cathednral, o ' ' ’ -
Melbourne.  3002. —

Your Grace,

I write fo you as spokesman for a group of parishionerns, past pa&iAhiohéé%wﬁndwwm
parents with children at the Holy Family School, Doveton, following a meeting
Last evending with Father Hilton Deakin.

As your Grace is well aware, parishioners from Doveton have expressed some
concern in nelation to the parish priest, Father Peten Searson, fon some Lime

now_az 44 evidenced by cornespondence forwarded to your office by people in this
parish.

Concern over Father Seanson's general behaviour have been growing for some Lfime
and has come to a head over the nesignation of Mr. Graeme Sfeeman as principal

of Holy Famify School. Graeme has undertaken not to make public his reasons

. §01 resigning his post at this stage,, however we seniously question why a school
- princdpak ,who appears extremely competent, has an excellent relationship with
both his staff and parents in the schoof, has innovative programs in the school
and who has Zhe nespect of the Local community, would nesign his post without
another job to go to.

1T 48 widely known that there has been serious friction betwean Graeme and
Father oven the running of the school and 1 » together with a farge numbex

of other people, befieve that constant conflict with Father has gorced Graeme!'s
resignation.  We adso believe that this resignation is a moral stand againsi
what Graeme sees as an untenable si{tuation.

When Graeme resigned a number of parents immediately attempted to §ind a
resolution Lo the problem and we had talks with Mi. Alan DOOLEY of C.E.O.
who acted for ws in talks between Father and Graeme. We then goLlowed the
due process, as explained to us but ungortunately this did not succeed in
neconciling the parties on nesolving the problem.

Following this an informal meeting was advertised inviting parents and
_parishioners to meet in an attempt to §ind a nesolution fo the great problem

dn the panish. This meeting was held on 12.10.86 and was attended by approximately

§462y pensons, nepresenting families of the parish. Many views were expressed
al this meeting, all of which were derogatory towards Father.  They wexre
views of parishioners, who §elt that they had been tofakly et down by Fathex
and who were considering their commitment to the panish and in some cases %o
the Chunch itself, of persons who had Left the parish for a number of reasons
aften congrontalions of various Types with Fathea,'and of parents coQQQaned
gor the spinitual and moral upbringing of their chifdren and indeed in some
cases the actual safety of their children. There was afso genuine concern
gor the school as it 44 feft that Graeme's resignation 44 due fo Fathex.
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The unanimows view o4 this meeting was that thexe is a seniows problem in the
Doveton parish and that this probfem has been caused by Father Searson and also
that the only resolution to this problem is the removal of Father Searson as
our parish priest. Qur feeling is that the parish is talling apart with
people Leaving to go to other parishes and we afso harbour grave concean fox
theiénﬂfuence that Father can assert over the school and the school stagd and
pupils.

As Your Grace wiff be made aware by Father Weak.in, we discussed the problems
that we have with Father Seanson at great Length with Father at the meeting that
he kindly attended and 1 wifl now attempt Lo brieqly List the main points as

we see them that Leads us to believe that Father Searson is no Longes capable
of Leading the parnish.

Father has on two oceasions produced a handgun. On one oceadion he pointed
At at a child who was cleaning the schoof and on the othex he offered it to a
child whom he had asked to go and tutn on a hose and who was agraid o4 the daxk.
1§ 4in fact Father has a handgun he is breaking the criminal faw as he does not
hold a pistol ficence. He afso purports to have held the nrank of a Lieutenant-~
cofonel in the armed forces. He is not neconded as having seavéd in the
Austratian Armyiand (X has been suggested that he was chaplain for a period with
.an Amerdican unit, however it appears that he weans an Australian army uniform

- which would appear to be incorrect.

Fathea's spinituad feadenship is of great concean. At the opening mass of the
schoof year he questioned senion students as to thein attendance at mass during
the school holidays, and those that admitted missing mass were reqused the
sacrament. At a home mass he berated the family home and said that the place
was not 44t to worship in because it did not have carpets. He also tofd the
Asame. parishioner not to pray for a dead parishionen as she was mentally retarded.
In fact this penson has a retarded daughter and is now questioning hex faith.
Approximately one week ago at a grade three mass he upset a number of chifdren
badfy when he decfared that mothers who did not work obviously Loved theix
chifdren more than working mothens.  Our parish has a Large number of working
mothers and this comment caused great anguish.

Father has often made people feel embarrassed by telling them that they do not
give enough o the parish, even though some o4 them are on pensions. People
have also felt that veiled threats have been held out Zo them that if they

do not give more money to the giving that their chilfdren willf not be abfe o
~go Zo St. Johns,

ParenZs, especiafly women, feef that Father intimidates them and Looks down on
them.  Women appear to be afradid to be afone with Father and many wilf not
allow their chifdren to be alone with him. 1t is said that even chifdren at
St. Johnsrare not allowed to be afone with him.

It 45 felt that a Lot of Father's actionsd are slnange, e.g., he turns off Lights
and heaters in the schoof when people are meeling theae, he appears to Like
confrontation with peopfe at the schoof, on §.10.86, he knew that there was a
meeling of parents at the church and school to discuss school programs.  This
meeling was at 6.45 pm and we anrived to find the gates and the church Locked.
The schoof gates are fLocked early when the schoof is in gact part of the

safety house progham.
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The handfing of parish finances is also of greai concenn, Together with the
many occasions that Father appears to tefl Lies. In a pardsh newsfetter on
12.6.86, Fathen wroie that the matier of a new church was discussed by Zhe
Board of Management and the Pastoraf Councif and a choice was made from five
plans 'that were submitted |(free) by fLeading Mefbourne architects.' This

was a Lie as members of the Board of Management were not consufited and in

jact Peter Pratt, a parishioner of 22 years, enquired with McCarihy, Collins

§ Purtell, architects, of 14 Howett St, Sth. Yarra, as to the cost of the plans,
and was informed that the parish owed $17,000.00 for the plans to date, and

in fact that they had written to Father asking for payment of the money owed.

Father Deakin indicated that he came to see Father in early May .in relation %o
the proposed new chuich and that no peamission had been granted fo go ahead
with {t. 1In 4act Father had submitted plans to the Beawick Councif fox

Town PLanning Approval on 23.4.86, prion to even discussing the matier with
Father Deakin. 1In church he stressed that he had recedved Lhe go ahead %o
proceed with pew church when {n fact Your Grace had assurred a parishioner in
wiitng that this was not the case.

On 10.6.86, the parish debt was Listed asb $126,566.00, whifst on 22.6.86, 4t was
Listed in a brochure to parishioners as $146,432.00. On 10.6.86, 307
contributons were quoted as giving $972.00 per week with expenditure of $1048.50
‘per week, and on 272.6.86, weekly expenditure 4is quoted as $1140.00 per week.

On 20.7.86 afiter the giving campaign ended, the newssheet quoted that from

260 contributons with a giving o4 2850.00 pen week , the conlibutions had grown
Zo 302 people giving $1415.00 per week. We would seriously questlon

these {igures which vary considerably.

Fathex had two new fennis courts buift and the two existing courts resurfaced
at a quoted cost, as per newslettern, of $9,978.00. Enquiries made reveal
that the price was in the vicinity of $30,000.00. The contraclons, W.M.
Loud (Awst.) P/L., 135 Mazket St, Sth Mefbourne, can confirm this.

1 believe that Your Grace would afso know of the schoof bus issue where Father
embarrassed the schoof by intimating that he had obtained a foan fo buy the
bus when he had not done 0.

These above mattens-have caused gredt concean in the minds of the people and
we wonder if the §inancial affairs of the parish are {in order. Five persons
have alfegedfy received pledges purpoiting to be signed by themsedfves when in

. fact they have not signed them. This has fed fo further conjecture.

After Graeme Sfeeman's resignation, I was one of the parents who spoke to Fathex
and he offered a possible reason for the resignation as the gact that Graeme

had had a heart attack at his previous school, and That he had a problem with
his home £ife. These were straight out Lies as were other things that he stated
that day.

Your Grace, these axe a few examples of our grave concein fon our parish and

as discussed with Fathen Deakin we would humbly ask that Your Grace move to
save owr parish from falling apart. Already a numbexr of Long standing parishionens
have fegt, e.g. Van Der Wernff's - 30 years, Chadwick's - 21 years, Pratt's - 27

years.
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The Local press and also a section of the national media are aware that there

i4 a problem in the patish, hav.ing been approached by fwo anonymous complainants.
At this stage we disassociate ounselyes from any anonymows complaints Zo

the press.

Overall it is fedt by a number of parishionens, what are now ex parishioners
and also parents of children that Father Searson is ungit to continue %o
carny odit his parochial duties. He appears to have divided the communily,
alienating certain groups within the patrish and to a Lot of people he has no
cnedibility at alk.

we would request that Your Grace fook at Fathen's actions in the Light of
Ganon 1740 & 1741 as we 4eef that Father can no Longen fulfil his duties
within the parish. 1 would also impLone Your Grace to consdider this matten

with the utmost urgency before the parish disintégrates further.

1 attach a petition signed by members o4 the panish in nefation to This matler
together with fettens from parishionens detailing thein conglicts with Fathexr
Seanson.

:‘~FVouaA aithfully,

J
ot

Sggbha Vaughan

S
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