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- As you know iisgs Shankelton, our Home Superintendent
is away on her furlough. 1In her absence ¥r. Stretton 1s acting
as Superintendent with Miss Dinham in charge of the girls.

Dear Sir,

Ip. Stretton has written to us about hils intepview
with you over problems which have arisen, mainly in comnnection
with the dlscipline in the Home. We rcalise, of course, this is
not a new issue. Rather it is an ever recurring one and we fesl
that you will agree with ug that 1% iz one which does not have
an easy solutilon.

Mr. Stretton tells us thai corporal punishment of
any sort 1s forbidden by your Department, and paburally the whole
of our Darwin staff are greatly concernad about this.

In consequence of certain happenings in past years

the ruling in the Home is that only the Superinbendent is to give
thls punlishment or a person delegated to do it in the presence of
the Superintendent. This is in line with what happens in the
Publig Schools and cerfain other similar Institubiong to the Home,
and this much authority, at least, must be vested in our Superin-
tendent. You willl agree that this is & réaschable npogition. We,
who are parents, exercise a similar auth wority in our own homes over
our ovwn children. OQur Mission would not expect to do any wmore than
that.to the children entrusted Ho cur care in the Home.

lr. Stretton and #iss Dinham are both well known

to your officers in Darwin and over the years of service in Darwin

. have, we trust, gained and merited the confidence of your Depart-
ment. The only way we can work is to have confidence in each other.
fur workers have mnde great s acrifices to go to their work there;
this should give you the agsurance that they do have the physical,
as well ag the spiritual,w elfare of the people uppermos
worke
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Y& are asg anxlous as you are to get this question on to a
~-— proper basis and for harmonious vorking. to do 1t ag soon as
posslible. P

Part of the question of disﬁipline is wranped up in the
location of the Home and also in the fact that it is housing
far more than originally intended,

We have been gravely concerned that in spite of repeated
promises made by your Department in Darwin and by Canberra
the alternative acemmmodation ls, alparently, no nearer being
made available to us. We are not umiindful that these promises
were made lon; before your appointment ag Director. A4t the
time of the August conference in Darwin we understood that it
was to be definibely included in the financial prograyme for
the year.

Could you please give us further advice as to how the .
natter now stands? C:j

Yours, v truly, o
s 2.A.Collins. (")
L = Acting Director.
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