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STATEMENT OF A WITNESS

In the matter of:

Strike Force GLEN ROE

Place:

Armldale

Oat.. :

4th February 2016

IName:

Father Richard GLEESON

STA.TES:

1. This statement made by me accurately sets out the evidence that I would be prepared, If
necessary,

to give In court as a witness. The statement is true to the best of my knowledge and

belief and I make

nknowing thaI, if It Is tendered In evidence, I will be liable to prosecution If I

have wilfully stated In It anything that I know to be false, or do not believe to be true.
2. I am 65 years of age.
3. On the 9~ of September 2015, I met with Detectlve Sergeant Michael SPARKES and Detective
Senior Constable Joshua REEKS and provided an eight page statement to them . This
statement was true and correct to the best of my knowledge, and I have made this further
statement at the request of DelecUve REEKS.
4. On the 4'h of February 2016, I received a phone call from Detective REEKS and he asked me if
I am aware of a cellar or underfloor space underneath the Church at St Francis Xavier Catholic
Church In Moree. I do remember that lhere was a cellar underneath the Church which could be
accessed via a trap door in the worle sacristy. I think that there were steps of some kind leedlng
down into the celler under the Church floor, but I don·t remember what they look like. This trap
door led to a ladder which went down Into the cellar which was used as a storage room. I never
went down into the cellar myse~ but I am aware of other people going down there.
5. I remember that the people working in the Church (volunteers) would go down there maybe a
couple of times a month. I am aware that things like old brassware, old wood and metal items
were amongst the Uhlngs that were stored down there. I remember one occasion, when
somebody told me that the lid to the baptism font was stored i~n
the .cell~r; ~~~ 1~~ld them that If
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Statament of Richard GLEESON

In the mattar of Strike Force GLENROE
somebody brought it up I would be able to restore it and use

tt for the baptism font. I am not

sure what it was doing there in the first place. I don't know who brought ~ up but I remember
somebody did and I polished it up and we started to use it again. I also remember another
occasion wilen a lady who worked as a cleaner, was cleaning the sacristy and sha fall down
into the cellar because someone had forgotten to close the lid

to the trap door.

6. I am not aware of any other trap doors or othar access points to the area undar the Church

Hoor, but it would not surprise me If there were, because I know that people were able to gain
access underneath the Church for maintenance and building purposes.

7. The cellar door in the sacristy was usually covered up but tt was easily accessible.
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