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FELICITY
As the second youngest of nine children,
Felicity has few memories of feeling
loved and cared for as a child growing
up in a ‘dysfunctional’ family in regional
Victoria. She recalled being a bright Year
6 student in 1968, when a teacher, Mr
Fielding, took an interest in her.
Felicity told the Commissioner, ‘He made
me his pet, gave me responsibilities, he
asked me to go around and babysit while
he and his wife were home. Every time
she left the room, he’d kiss me and touch
me. We’d be at the drive-in and she’d go
for food, he’d be straight in the back seat
with me. He’d abuse me in his office at
school as well. Looking back at photos,
I was a pretty little girl, but that’s not
an excuse’.
The abuse included digital penetration,
and Felicity recalled she didn’t
understand what was happening.
‘I was quite naïve, I knew nothing about
sexual stuff at all. I’d try to talk to my
mother, but she’d say, “You’ll learn that at
school”. I was basically free to do what I
wanted as a child. He was very cagey, I
thought I’d done something wrong. The
boys at school would tease me and I
wonder if they knew what was happening
to me. The girls were nasty to me as well.’
Felicity’s father died in 1970, and she
left school a year later at the age of 14.
By 19, she had two children.
‘It was pretty full-on, my life just went
from trauma to trauma, I had very few
skills as the pattern goes. I moved to
Sydney, mixed with wrong people,
fell in a dark hole, and I didn’t care. I
think I disassociated from it so much
that I didn’t want to admit it to myself,
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let alone anyone else. I managed to
complete a degree as a single Mum in
my 40s, and I’m very proud of that. I
did the best I could, I just wanted to
be shown as good somehow.’
Battling suicidal thoughts following the
death of her daughter, Felicity sought
professional help two years ago, hoping
to find a way to feel better.
‘I said nothing about the abuse for 44
years, and would use the sessions to
talk about my daughter. But it just got
to the point where I got so over being
depressed. For five years I hadn’t had
a relationship. I feel like why shouldn’t I
have a good partner? Why am I picking
those rotten men, the ones who abuse
you? And what had Mr Fielding done
to others? I’ve moved over 130 times,
I didn’t feel like I fitted anywhere, and
couldn’t go on without talking about it.’
Felicity was diagnosed with posttraumatic stress disorder and
undertook therapy.
‘I’ve been a good actor, I’ve helped others
not myself. I always used counselling for
losing my daughter, it took a long time to
talk about my sexual abuse. I forgave my
mother last year, finally let it go. She’s 95.
We have a better relationship now.’
By telling her story, Felicity hopes to
raise community awareness of sexual
abuse within the community.
‘It’s not just in church, it happens in
schools too. I used to think, “Why
did that happen to me, what did I do
wrong?” I felt so useless. Then I think,
I was 11, I was a kid.’
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GEOFF
In 1996, Geoff’s daughter, Erin, told
him that her teacher, Mr Edwards, had
touched her on the bottom. Geoff
immediately reported the incident to
the primary school’s Deputy Principal,
who recommended Geoff provide a
written complaint so the school could
follow it up. ‘He said he’d been worried
about Edwards, and other parents had
complained about things he’d done,
but the school had never been able to
do anything, because no one wanted
to put it in writing.’
Geoff accompanied 11 year old Erin
to make a report to Victorian Police.
He was put in touch with a detective
investigating a complaint from a 28
year old woman who said she had
been sexually abused by Edwards as
a child. Geoff told the Commissioner
that as the police investigation grew,
more women came forward with
allegations. In 2003, Edwards was
charged with 100 sex offences against
13 girls over a 25 year period. He was
sentenced to 18 months jail and died
two years after release.
The community where the family lived
in Victoria was small and close-knit.
The family had recently moved there
for Geoff’s work and was enjoying it.
However, the family wasn’t prepared
for the town’s response after the abuse
had been reported. After initially being
helpful, the Deputy Principal shunned
Geoff. Erin became subject to taunts
by students and was badly treated
by other teachers. The Education
Department proposed that Edwards
continue to teach and Erin move to
another school. ‘It was like they were
in complete denial. Edwards was such
a big part of the community, and

they didn’t want to know. He coached
sporting teams and everyone knew and
liked him.’
When Geoff’s wife walked down the
street, people crossed the road to
avoid her. One day a woman came into
Geoff’s office and demanded to know
why he was pursuing Edwards. ‘I tried
to tell them all that touching is part of
the escalation, and it can end up really
badly. I met some of his victims and it
was horrific to see what had happened
to them.’ Even after the conviction,
Geoff said many of the townspeople
remained firmly on the side of
Edwards. The family eventually made
the decision to move out of the town.
‘I didn’t want to go, I loved my job, but
I had to go for my family.’

‘It was like they were
in complete denial.
Edwards was such
a big part of the
community, and they
didn’t want to know.
He coached sporting
teams and everyone
knew and liked him.’
By contrast, the response from Police
was ‘excellent’. ‘They were a breath of
fresh air. They suggested counselling
for Erin, whereas no one from the
school had even contacted us. The
detective said he couldn’t understand

Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse

87

why the Education Department had
knowingly moved this teacher around,
considering the trail he’d left.’
The pattern of Edwards being moved
between schools perplexed Geoff,
and he wrote several letters to the
Education Department outlining his
concerns and seeking information.
‘I was trying to engage them in the
broader picture, but they’d write back
these bland letters.’ The first meeting
with Education Department staff was
in 2003 to discuss compensation. ‘By
then it was just about the money. I
wanted to talk to someone about the
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impact on the child and the family, but
all the humanity had been taken out.’
A settlement of $18,000 was agreed to
though Geoff thought the amount too
small. He said by then they were
all exhausted.
Geoff said Erin was now pursuing a
successful career overseas. He was
glad that she’d told him as soon as
Edwards abused her. ‘The thing I keep
thinking about is the school saying they
couldn’t do anything unless the parents
put it in writing. I don’t know how true
that is, but I don’t think it’s right.’
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GORDON
Gordon was born in 1995 in country
Victoria. He was one of 10 brothers and
sisters. His parents were both alcoholics
and there was never any money. He
remembers having ‘to catch rabbits
and fish for tea and stuff like that’.
Gordon started high school when he
turned 12. Looking back, Gordon said
that he now realised that a teacher, Mr
Sommers, was grooming him for sex.
He told the Commissioner, ‘being from
a very large, poor family with alcoholic
parents we never got toys or stuff like
the other kids got. So he used to buy me
things like ice creams and stuff like that’.
His parents gave him permission to
go on a two week trip to Melbourne
with Mr Sommers to stay at Mr
Sommers’ parents’ home while they
were away. The abuse started with
fondling, then progressed to oral sex.
It continued for about a year after
they returned from Melbourne.
Gordon says that another man, Hamish,
also abused him after a night time
swim at the pool when he was about
13 or 14. Gordon believes that Mr
Sommers and Hamish were in cahoots.
He said, ‘it’s a country town. They
would have known each other, for sure.
And I think people like that network’.

Gordon’s grades plummeted and he
failed the first year of high school.
Gordon struggled, repeated the year
and at 14 he dropped out of school.
Before he left, Gordon took the
opportunity to have his revenge. He
told the Commissioner, ‘I asked to put
on a boxing match display to earn
money, with me and Mr Sommers.
And it was my intention for a bit of
vengeance, but I didn’t say that to the
teachers of course … and they agreed ...
The first couple of rounds I just played
around. The third round I just went
bang, bang, and knocked him to the
ground and jumped on him. And the PE
teacher grabbed me to pull me off him,
and as he grabbed me he said, “Well
done, Gordon”.’ Mr Sommers didn’t
touch him again after that. Gordon told
the Commissioner, ‘No, the guy didn’t
abuse me after that. He knew that if he
tried any more I was going to hurt him’.
Gordon said he has a drinking problem
and he has been in and out of mental
health institutions. To date, he has
never told his story to the police or
other authorities.
He is currently writing a book about
his experiences.
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JAQUELINE
Memories of high school camping trips
and excursions to the snow in the late
1960s are forever tainted for Jaqueline.
During the trips Mark Burnside, a male
teacher at her Melbourne state school,
seduced her and other teenage girls
entrusted to his care.
Jaqueline told the Commissioner, ‘He
was probably in his 30s and seen as a
bit of a stud, and when I was 14 or 15
he’d take me aside and make me feel
special saying things like, “I’ll marry
you and we’ll buy a farm and have a
horse”, that kind of thing. Then he’d
find opportunities to get me into bed.
I was really, really naïve, I thought the
sun shone out of his backside’.
When she was 16, Jaqueline found
out she was one of dozens of girls,
including her sister, targeted by the
teacher. In some cases she believes
his victims fell pregnant and had
abortions. It’s only recently as a mature
adult that Jaqueline has been able
to reveal details of the abuse to her
family, and she believes it’s negatively
influenced her ability to relate to others
throughout life. As far as she’s aware
Mark was never reported to authorities.
‘It’s only recently I’ve started to
understand why I sought relationships
with older men from a very early age.
That certainly shaped my whole life,
and I now realise the impact it had on
my education in the early years.’
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Jaqueline became a teacher and later
a professor. During her career she has
been prepared to stand up for those
who allege inappropriate treatment
by a teacher. ‘When a teacher takes
advantage of their position to influence
their students, it’s an extreme breach
‘f the trust that exists in that situation.

‘It’s only recently
I’ve started to
understand why I
sought relationships
with older men from
a very early age. That
certainly shaped my
whole life, and I now
realise the impact it
had on my education
in the early years.’
Perhaps through my experience as a
teenager, the course of action is crystal
clear to me – abuse must be reported,
and attitudes changed to reflect
current social expectations.’
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LEANNE
It’s impossible to count the number
of lives ruined by a music teacher
employed in regional New South
Wales, according to his former
colleague, Leanne.
She recalled Roger was popular
amongst his colleagues when she
arrived to take up a role teaching
first class students in 1981, but within
weeks of joining the school she noticed
children behaving strangely around him.
‘Roger managed the combined primary
and high school band, which was
regarded by the Education Department
as the jewel in its crown. It had an
amazing reputation, and Roger would
take the students on tour to perform all
around the State.’
Leanne was aware that a number of
students took private music lessons with
Roger both in and out of school hours.
She told the Commissioner, ‘He came
to the door of my classroom one
day asking to see a student for band
practice, but Jade refused to go with
him. She gave me this funny look so I
told him she couldn’t go because we
had a spelling test to do. Twice more
he returned that morning, but I made
it clear she was staying in class. When
recess came, I took her outside and
asked if she was OK. She broke down
in tears and told me Mr Anderson
had put his finger up her skirt the
day before’.
Leanne told the Commissioner she
reported Jade’s claims to the school
Principal, Larry, on the same day, but
that he’d dismissed it as nonsense.

‘He basically said children make stories
up, that Roger wouldn’t do something
like that, and I should just forget about
it because the band was too important.
When I told him I was taking the matter
to the police he said, “You will not go
to the police. If you do, you will lose
your job”. I was determined to report it
so I started to fill out my resignation.’
At that moment, Leanne said another
child’s parents entered the school
office with two police officers to lay
charges against Roger for molesting
Jade and another female student.
‘So all of a sudden the band was in
disarray and Larry came to me and
said, “You’ve caused all this trouble, so
you can take the kids on their tour”, so
that’s what I did. On the last day of the
tour, I saw Roger’s car parked outside
a hall where the kids were to perform.
I told the students to stay put on the
bus and went inside the hall to ask him
why he was there. He replied, “I’m here
to see my kids perform”.’
After a short but heated exchange with
Leanne, Roger agreed to leave and the
concert went ahead.
‘On the drive back home, about seven
or eight girls from the primary and high
schools confided to me that they’d
been abused by Roger. His court case
went ahead not long after we got back.
He was convicted and given a three
month good behavior bond. Roger
continued to work at private schools
in the area, and was also still teaching
students individually in his home.’ Not
long after, two male teachers accused
Leanne of ‘ruining Roger’s career’.
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But reflecting back, Leanne told the
Commissioner, she’s never regretted
speaking up about the abuse. Her
resolve was further strengthened
following a chance meeting with a
former student in 2001.

her music lesson was to do that, and
people have absolutely crucified her.’

‘Genevieve was a talented violinist
who’d taken private lessons at Roger’s
home as a young child and up until she
finished Year 6 in 1976. From the age of
eight, she told me that to get her music
lessons she had to “sit on his dick”.
She was known around town as a bit
of a nutter, and you don’t wonder why.
She thought that the only way to get

‘I cringe to think how many lives this
man has affected while the town
condoned his behaviour. I’ve lived there
for 34 years and seen the far-reaching
affect abuse has on families. But as
long as it’s swept under the rug and
ignored, innocent victims won’t stand a
chance in life and I think that’s a terrible
loss for our society.’

Though Roger has since died, Leanne
fears the cases she knows about make
up only the tip of a very large iceberg.
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MEGAN
Megan’s mother was grateful when
a female school teacher dropped off
Megan’s schoolwork, and offered to
watch the teenager while her mother
ran errands. Throughout Year 9, in
1985, Megan battled tonsillitis and
epilepsy and spent long periods at
home recovering.

The abuse continued until the end
of 1985 when Megan turned 15.

In retrospect, Megan believes Ria’s
gestures of kindness were all part of
the relief teacher’s grooming strategy.

At the start of Year 10, Megan started
to question what she thought of as a
‘relationship’ with Ria, and ultimately
decided to put an end to it.

‘I liked Ria because she was easygoing.
We shared the same faith and we’d
often talk about our beliefs when she
came around. I’d been raped and she
was very understanding about that
when I confided in her.’
One day in 1985 when Megan was 14,
Ria began abusing her.
‘We were sitting on the couch and
she touched my breasts, then tongue
kissed me. I ended up rubbing her
breasts. When she left I remember
feeling a bit confused and asking
myself if it was right.’
Around that time, Megan explained
to the Commissioner, her mother was
experiencing mental health issues,
and she depended on Ria to fulfil a
mothering role for Megan. Often Megan
would spend weekends away with Ria
and her two young children.
‘During the day we’d take the kids to
the beach and do usual holiday things.
At night Ria and I shared a double
bed, and she’d kiss me and touch me.
She’d insert her fingers into me and
encouraged me to do the same to her.’

‘I would visit her after school and play
with her kids. We’d usually have sex in
her bedroom. She’d orally stimulate me
until I reached orgasm and then tell me
to do the same to her.’

‘I’d lost contact with a lot of friends
my own age because I spent so much
time with Ria, and she’d become
possessive and jealous. I told her it
wasn’t normal, and we argued. As I
went to leave she grabbed my arm
and slammed it in the door.’
Megan walked directly to the
student coordinator’s office and
made a complaint.
‘It got back to the Principal, who called
me into his office. He questioned me
on my own, he was very arrogant and
rude, and it came across like it was
my fault. My parents were called, I left
the school for a while. When I went
back, I was told Ria had been asked
to leave and that she’d been told she
wouldn’t be prevented from seeking
employment at a different school if she
left quietly.’
In 2011, Megan contacted police,
who opened an investigation.
‘The police were very good. They
questioned teaching staff who’d
been there at the time, and many
of them had said they were in the
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process of reporting the relationship.
So they’d known what was going
on, but nobody ever gave me any
indication that my relationship with
Ria was inappropriate.’
Megan told the Commissioner that in
2012 Ria was charged in relation to
the abuse, and in 2013 was convicted,
receiving a three year suspended
sentence.
‘My ability to forge relationships with
women has been significantly affected.
For a long time I loathed myself and
used to self-harm, I slept around to
prove I was normal and heterosexual,
and Ria kept teaching for another 25
years right up until she was arrested.’
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NOEL
A phone call that came ‘out of the blue’
triggered painful memories for Noel
that dated back to the late 1960s.
He told the Commissioner that in his
second year at a Sydney state high
school, his Latin teacher began sexually
abusing him.
‘Mr Marshall was also one of the cricket
masters and I was a good cricketer. He
was a very intimidating man, used to
still wear his university gown, and was
prone to fits of rage if you didn’t get
your work right. As a 13 year old I was
very keen to please him.’
For ‘the best part’ of two years Noel
said Mr Marshall targeted him for
sexual abuse.
‘There was a part of me that knew it
was wrong, but I’d seen this guy march
out, get the cane and hit people or
get a ruler and whack them over the
knuckles. Getting the cane wasn’t
unusual, and I was scared of him.’
When Noel ‘physically matured’ at 16,
he recalled standing up to his teacher,
and the abuse stopped.
‘I told Marshall to leave me alone.
At the end of that year, I was really
struggling with my schoolwork, it was
affecting me. At the end of the day, I
had to get out of the school, I was just
really uncomfortable because I still had
to pass him in the corridor.’
Noel said his parents never understood
why he wanted to change schools, and
Noel said he could never bring himself
to tell them the reason.

‘I never said boo to my parents or
anyone because I would have thought
I’d let them down by allowing this to
happen to me. Almost in a way you
bring shame on them because you
should never have allowed yourself to
be put in this situation. You’re 13 and
you want to play cricket, and you want
to please this guy, because he’s a bully.’

‘The Inspector
told me they were
investigating Marshall,
and asked if I would
provide a confidential
interview in relation
to it, and I did. When
it came up, it opened
old wounds but I
thought it was the
right thing to do,
if it was going to help
bring this guy
to justice.’
Noel went on to marry and have
children, and said his first wife of 22
years was never aware of his abuse.
It was only when the call came through
unexpectedly from New South Wales
Police in 1999 that he felt compelled to
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confide in the woman who would later
become his second wife.
‘The Inspector told me they were
investigating Marshall, and asked if I
would provide a confidential interview
in relation to it, and I did. When it
came up, it opened old wounds but I
thought it was the right thing to do,
if it was going to help bring this guy
to justice.’
He believes his name was provided to
the police by another former student.
‘I thought about it later and
remembered attending a school
reunion in 1981 where some of my
mates refereed to me as the ‘bum-boy’
of Marshall, and I realised then that my
abuse had been common knowledge.’
During the call with the detective, Noel
agreed to give evidence, if needed,
under a pseudonym. A year later, he
was contacted again and told Marshall
had been charged with 67 counts of
child abuse relating to 10 boys over a
30 year period. All the boys were from
Noel’s high school.
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‘About 12 months on, in 2002, he rang
me again to say Marshall had been
granted bail, and while out on bail,
he’d committed suicide.’
Noel attempted to make a claim for
compensation, but was given legal
advice that it would be ‘like pulling
teeth’ so gave up his pursuit.
‘My understanding is the school
said “No one reported it, we have
no knowledge, weren’t aware of it”.
I do feel a bit robbed of justice.’
He described his life as being ‘fruitful
and happy’, and Noel has enjoyed
success in business.
‘I’m pretty tough, so I’ve got through
it, but that doesn’t undermine the
fact it’s still in the back of my mind
and I want an apology. I’m financially
independent, I wasn’t looking for a
monetary response. But I think they
had an obligation to say “You were
abused under our watch at a state
school and we have an obligation
to recognise that”.’
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PETER
In 1969, as a 14 year old in South
Australia, Peter was asked by his teacher,
Mr Morris, to stay back after school one
day and help with a woodwork project.
Peter remembers how pleased he was to
be asked. Peter told the Commissioner
that when he arrived to help with the
project, he was asked to go to the
storage area to help get some wood.
While he was there, Morris, ‘grabbed me
and got his hands down my pants’. He
was eventually let go, and Peter made
sure he was never alone with Morris
again. ‘The actual level of offending
wasn’t high’, Peter said. ‘But the effect
of what he’d done has had a really long
lasting effect.’
Peter told the Commissioner he realises
now that Morris knew how to groom
children and which ones to look out
for. In subsequent years, Peter spoke
to other boys who’d had similar
experiences with Morris. Each of them
had been singled out for individual
attention and after meeting Morris
alone were sexually abused.
In 2001, Peter reported the incident
to police. He was told that the South
Australian Limitations Act prevented
them taking any action. In 2003, when
the Act was repealed, Peter again
reported Morris to police. He also
encouraged the other victims to do the
same. Statements from five men were
eventually considered.
Peter reported his positive experience
in referring the matter to South
Australian Police and making a
statement. He also cited one of the
police officers as being particularly
helpful. The police officer worked as
part of a paedophilia taskforce and

had a good understanding of the
complexity of sexual abuse and was
understanding and readily available
for Peter to talk to.
Peter and his wife Sandra felt that the
courts and court support staff could
have done more. He said it was always
him ringing to find out about progress
with the case. His messages were often
not returned and he couldn’t understand
why the matter was taking so long.
Sandra said, ‘They opened a box that
allowed people to walk through, but
the support hasn’t been there’.
After Peter’s initial report to police in
July 2003, he made his first statement
in February 2005. In July 2006 he was
asked to make a second statement. In
the first statement, Peter had referred to
the school’s passageway that led to the
location of the abuse. In his second, he’d
called it a hallway. In court, Morris’ lawyer
asked him, ‘Well, what is it – a hallway
or a passageway?’ Peter appreciated
the judge telling the defendant’s lawyer
to move on. He was also asked why he
didn’t tell anyone about the abuse at the
time. He broke down in court and said,
‘Well, I didn’t have anyone to tell’.
Peter told the Commissioner he had
felt frustrated by continued delays in
bringing the case to trial. Morris’ lawyer
presented doctors’ reports so the
matter was repeatedly adjourned.
‘Over 10 years of dealing with the
justice system has left me wondering if
it was all worth it’, Peter said. ‘But my
goal has always been to make Morris
accountable. I didn’t care if he got jailed.
I wanted it acknowledged that he’d
done it and recognition of the effects.’
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RITA
At 55 years of age Rita still feels that
she was naïve and silly to believe the
high school teacher who told her she
was ‘special’ and that he was in love
with her.
Rita described herself to the
Commissioner as a ‘troubled’ teenager
by the time she started at a Melbourne
state high school in 1972.
‘When I was 14 I tried to kill myself.
The teachers knew about it, and in
1973 one of them formed a habit of
talking to me and asking how I was
when we saw each other around the
playground, although he wasn’t my
teacher. Mark was young, played the
guitar, and a lot of the girls thought
he was a bit of a dish.’
Over time, Rita said the conversations
lengthened and when Mark offered to
help her formulate a study plan, she
agreed to meet with him at his home.
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you. It’s just that a lot of my tension
is sexual and I thought yours might
be too”. I just wanted the ground to
swallow me up.’
A couple of weeks later, Rita recalled
Mark phoning her parents and
arranging to have afternoon tea with
her family.
‘It was all very clever because he
checked my progress against my
study plan, made sure he was helpful.
I was quite ignorant. Then one day
he told me he was in love with me,
and said that to him I wasn’t a child, I
was a woman – an intelligent, special
girl destined for great things, and it
became sexual. He said “this is what
people do when they love each other”.’
Rita said that when Mark asked her to
keep the meetings secret, she agreed.

‘He said he often had study sessions
there and I thought it was a bit unusual,
but thought he was a nice fellow. So I
went and there were a couple of kids
there, but they shot through when he
had a word to them.’

‘I didn’t like it and I didn’t want it, but
I did it so I could get the emotional
support. He’d say “Tell me all your
troubles”. I felt responsible for
protecting him. He said that by law I
was still a child so no one must know,
and that he could go to jail.’

After completing the study plan, Rita
said Mark invited her to join him on
the couch.

The sexual abuse continued for about
18 months until Rita decided not to
meet with Mark again.

‘He stretched out and I sat next to
him, and he said, “Would you like a
hug?” I said “Yeah, alright”, and it was
comforting at first then he put his
hand on my breast and kissed me,
put his tongue in my mouth. I turned
away, thought it was yucky and he
said, “Sorry, I didn’t mean to upset

‘At first it would be a cup of tea and
a debrief, but then it was straight to
bed and straight to sex. I thought this
isn’t what I want. It was an unspoken
bargain, I endured it to get my needs
met and I wasn’t getting my needs
met, so I stopped going to his office
to arrange our meetings.’
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Rita said she then saw Mark ‘become
close’ to other girls. When she left
school at 17, she cleaned Mark’s house
to earn money and noticed girls
coming and going, but didn’t think
anything of it.
‘I never imagined he was doing to them
what he’d done with me because he’d
done such a good job telling me I was
special, and I was the only one. When I
look back, I feel a bit stupid, it’s pretty
obvious what was happening.’
In 1978, a local youth support worker
called Rita unexpectedly.
‘She said she’d seen things that had
concerned her with Mark, and I told her
about my history with him. With her
support, I made a police statement. I
was at the station for nine hours, and
they wanted details about how he
touched me and was he circumcised.
It was excruciating.’
Mark was charged and police found
another former student willing to
give evidence, but after ‘enduring’ the
committal hearing, both women felt
unable to continue.
‘The court case was traumatic, he was
committed to trial, and that means a
lot to us. When I found out that meant
I had to do it all again, I just broke and

said “I can’t”. A couple of weeks later,
I tried to kill myself again. I was in
hospital for a while, I was very sick. The
DPP decided not to continue, but we
weren’t given an explanation as to why.’
In 2000, Rita learnt that Mark
continued to teach at a private school,
and had married a former student.
‘I felt a tremendous surge of guilt,
there he was all these years later,
still teaching. I showered for 45
minutes and howled like an animal
thinking I failed so many kids. So I
sent anonymous letters to everyone I
could think of – the school, politicians,
police. By the following March, he’d
disappeared from the staff list.’
If she hadn’t been abused, Rita feels
her life would have turned out very
differently.
‘I’m 55 and have post-traumatic stress
disorder. Perpetrators recognised me,
it’s as if you’ve got “victim” stamped
on your head and only those interested
in taking advantage can see it. I had a
lot of sex I didn’t want to have. There is
some germ of infectious worthlessness
inside of you that can fly out at any
time and just overwhelm all that good
stuff like it counts for nothing, because
everything he’d told me was bullshit.’
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